Unit 1: Redefining World Society and Culture
Lesson A: Thinking Like a Historian

Student Resource: Historical Investigation — Freedom of Expression

Historical Investigation — Freedom of Expression

[image: image1]Directions: In order to answer the focus question, you must first consider the source, purpose, and content of each historical document.  You must also consider how the content of each document corroborates (strengthens) or contradicts evidence found in other documents.  Examine all the documents and then answer the questions that follow.  This will assist you in answering the focus question at the end of the investigation.
Focus Question: How is freedom of expression understood and practiced in different countries? 
Document 1: Article 19 from the United Nations’ Declaration of Human Rights, 1945
The Declaration of the Human Rights is a document created by the United Nations. It highlights the basic rights that all humans should have. 
Everyone has the right to freedom of opinion and expression; this right includes freedom to hold opinions without interference and to seek, receive and impart information and ideas through any media and regardless of frontiers.

United Nations’ Declaration of Human Rights, 1945

Article 19
Source: http://www.un.org/en/documents/udhr/
1. Identify the source and type of document.
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2. What is the message of the document?
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3. Why was this document created?  What was its purpose? 
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4. How does the background of the author influence the message of the document? 
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5. How does the historical context influence the message of the document?
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6. Does this document corroborate (support) or contradict the others?  Why or why not?
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7. How might this document help you answer the focus question?
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Focus Question: How is freedom of expression understood and practiced in different countries? 
Document 2: 2009 Human Rights Report: Iran

The United States creates a report each year on the human rights records of each country. They look at factors such as democratic elections and freedom of expression. This is from the report on Iran.
The government monitored Internet communications, especially via social networking Web sites such as Facebook, Twitter, and YouTube, with technology it purchased at the end of 2008. The government threatened, harassed, and arrested individuals who posted comments critical of the government on the Internet; in some cases it reportedly confiscated their passports or arrested their family members.
2009 Human Rights Report: Iran

United States Department of State
Source: http://www.state.gov/g/drl/rls/hrrpt/2009/nea/136068.htm

1. Identify the source and type of document.
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2. What is the message of the document?
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3. Why was this document created?  What was its purpose? 

[image: image10]
4. How does the background of the author influence the message of the document? 
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5. How does the historical context influence the message of the document?
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6. Does this document corroborate (support) or contradict the others?  Why or why not?

[image: image13]
7. How might this document help you answer the focus question?
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Focus Question: How is freedom of expression understood and practiced in different countries? 
Document 3: Letter from the University of Ottawa to Ann Coulter
In 2010 the conservative commentator, Ann Coulter, was scheduled to speak at a university in Canada. Ms. Coulter is known for making controversial statements about individuals and groups of people. Before she arrived to speak, the University sent her a letter highlighting the fact that freedom of expression in Canada does not protect free speech that it sees as inflammatory about individuals or groups of people. 
We have a great respect for freedom of expression in Canada, as well as on our campus, and view it as a fundamental freedom . . . 

I would, however, like to inform you, or perhaps remind you, that our domestic laws, both provincial (state) and federal, delineate freedom of expression (or "free speech") in a manner that is somewhat different than the approach taken in the United States. I therefore encourage you to educate yourself, if need be, as to what is acceptable in Canada and to do so before your planned visit here.

You will realize that Canadian law puts reasonable limits on the freedom of expression. For example, promoting hatred against any identifiable group would not only be considered inappropriate, but could in fact lead to criminal charges. Outside of the criminal realm, Canadian defamation laws also limit freedom of expression and may differ somewhat from those to which you are accustomed.

University of Ottawa (Canada) letter to Ann Coulter, a conservative commentator

2010

Source: http://www.internationalfreepresssociety.org/2010/03/a-most-canadian-threat-ay
1. Identify the source and type of document.
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2. What is the message of the document?
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3. Why was this document created?  What was its purpose? 
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4. How does the background of the author influence the message of the document? 

[image: image18]
5. How does the historical context influence the message of the document?
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6. Does this document corroborate (support) or contradict the others?  Why or why not?
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7. How might this document help you answer the focus question?
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Focus Question: How is freedom of expression understood and practiced in different countries? 
Document 4: Free Speech in Europe: Mixed Rules
In 2006 a newspaper article explored the state of free speech in different countries in Europe. Below is an excerpt from that newspaper article. 
When it comes to hate crime and defamation laws, there is no homogenous approach in Europe. Britain, for example, has long had a more tolerant approach to free speech than countries like Germany, France, and Austria, where Holocaust denial is a crime. "It's a mixed bag, a patchwork of practices and experiences in Europe," says Agnes Callamard, director of Article 19, a global freedom-of- expression campaign group. "It's very difficult to pretend there is a common position on hate speech."

But Europe is generally warier of free speech than is the US, with its First Amendment. Laws against inciting hatred and violence have sprung up in countries such as France, the Netherlands, Germany, and Denmark, resulting in criminal cases, convictions, and, in the case of foreigners, expulsions.

Mark Rice-Oxley, Free Speech in Europe: Mixed Rules

Newspaper Article, 2006
Source: http://www.csmonitor.com/2006/0208/p01s01-woeu.html
1. Identify the source and type of document.
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2. What is the message of the document?
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3. Why was this document created?  What was its purpose? 
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4. How does the background of the author influence the message of the document? 
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5. How does the historical context influence the message of the document?
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6. Does this document corroborate (support) or contradict the others?  Why or why not?
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7. How might this document help you answer the focus question?
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Focus Question
Now, consider your responses to the questions as you viewed each of the documents about freedom of expression in different countries.

· Identify the source and type of document.

· What is the message of the document?
· Why was this document created?  What was its purpose? 
· How does the background of the author influence the message of the document? 
· How does the historical context influence the message of the document?

· Does this document corroborate (support) or contradict the others?  Why or why not?
· How might this document help you answer the focus question?

Answer the following question based on your review of documents 1 through 4.

How is freedom of expression understood and practiced in different countries?
· Think about how freedom of expression rights are understood and practiced in different countries.

· Analyze the extent to which freedom of expression is a right guaranteed around the world.   

· Include details and examples to support your answer.
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