Unit 1: Redefining World Society and Culture
Lesson B: Division and Diffusion – World Belief Systems
Student Resource: World Religions and Belief Systems Comparison Charts

World Religions and Belief Systems Comparison Charts
Use your textbook or other resources assigned by your teacher to research more information about the major world religions and belief systems. As you discover information about each, complete the appropriate box in the comparison charts below.

Religions that Originated in the Southwest Asia

	
	Judaism
	Christianity
	Islam

	Symbol (common to most adherents of each religion)
	



	


	



	Number of Followers Worldwide
	
	
	

	Holy Books or Scriptures
	
	
	

	Major Holidays or Rituals
	
	
	

	Basic Beliefs
	
	
	


Sources: 

Star of David http://commons.wikimedia. org/wiki/File:Black_Star_of_David .svg

Latin Cross http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Christian_cross.svg

Crescent Moon http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Islam-symbol.gif 

Religions and Belief Systems that Originated in South and East Asia

	
	Hinduism
	Buddhism
	Daoism
	Confucianism
	Shintoism
	Sikhism

	Symbol

(common to most adherents of each religion or belief system)
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	Number of Followers Worldwide
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Holy Books or Scriptures
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Major Holidays or Rituals
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Basic Beliefs 


	
	
	
	
	
	


Sources: 

omh http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Om.svg 
Dharma Wheel http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Dharma_wheel.svg 

YinYang http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Yin_yang.svg 

The Water Symbol http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Black_Confucian_symbol.PNG 
Torii http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Torii.png   
Universal Power http://www.flickr.com/photos/59151633@N00/2264667569 
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