Unit 1: Redefining World Society and Culture

Lesson B: Division and Diffusion – World Belief Systems
Student Resource: Historical Investigation — The Relationship Between Religion and the Government

Historical Investigation — The Relationship Between 
Religion and the Government
[image: image1]Directions: In order to answer the focus question, you must first consider the source, purpose, and content of each historical document.  You must also consider how the content of each document corroborates (strengthens) or contradicts evidence found in other documents.  Examine all the documents and then answer the questions that follow.  This will assist you in answering the focus question at the end of the investigation.
Focus Question: How were the philosophies about the relationship between religion and government similar and different in different religions and belief systems?

Document 1: The Book of Government on Rules for Kings

This document was created in the eleventh century by Nizam al-Mulk. The author was a Muslim of Persian descent who served in the Seljuk Turkish government. Two excerpts from the document are found below. 

1. In every age and time God chooses one member of the human race and, having adorned and endowed him with kingly virtues, entrusts him with the interests of the world and the well-being of His servants; He charges that person to close the doors of corruption, confusion and discord, and He imparts to him such dignity and majesty in the eyes and hearts of men, that under his just rule they may live their lives in constant security and ever wish for his reign to continue. 

3.  The most important thing which a king needs is sound faith, because kingship and religion are like two brothers; whenever disturbance breaks out in the country religion suffers too; heretics and evil-doers appear; and whenever religious affairs are in disorder, there is confusion in the country; evil-doers gain power and render the king impotent and despondent; heresy grows rife and rebels make themselves felt.

Source: N. Stearns, P.N. (ed). World Documents in World History (1998). New York: New York University Press. Pgs. 100 – 104). 
1. Identify the source and type of document.
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2. What is the message of the document? 
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3. Does this document corroborate (support) or contradict the others?  Why or why not?
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4. How might this document help you answer the focus question?
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Focus Question: How were the philosophies about the relationship between religion and government similar and different in different religions and belief systems?
Document 2: The Talmud

The Talmud is a Jewish holy book that records the teachings of various rabbis (Jewish leaders and teachers). The excerpts below are from the part of the Talmud called The Ethics of Our Fathers and they were compiled between 70 and 200 CE. 
Love work; hate domination; and seek not undue intimacy (closeness) with the government. Be careful in your relations with the government; for they draw no man close to themselves except for their own interests. They appear as friends when it is to their advantage, but they do not stand by a man in his time of stress.
Source: http://www.shechem.org/torah/avot.html
1. Identify the source and type of document.
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2. What is the message of the document? 
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3. Does this document corroborate (support) or contradict the others?  Why or why not?
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4. How might this document help you answer the focus question?
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Focus Question: How were the philosophies about the relationship between religion and government similar and different in different religions and belief systems?
Document 3: The Crowning of Charlemagne, Christmas 800 CE

On Christmas Day in the year 800, the Pope (leader of the Catholic Church) crowned Charlemagne as the Holy Roman Emperor. This began the tradition of the emperor being crowned by the Pope. Most other Christian monarchs were crowned by either the Pope or another high ranking Christian church official. 
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Source: http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Sacre_de_Charlemagne.jpg. This image (or other media file) is in the public domain because its copyright has expired.
1. Identify the source and type of document.
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2. What is the message of the document? 
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3. Does this document corroborate (support) or contradict the others?  Why or why not?
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4. How might this document help you answer the focus question?
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Focus Question

Now, consider your responses to the questions as you viewed each of the documents about religions and the government.

· Identify the source and type of the document.
· What is the message of the document?
· Does this document corroborate (support) or contradict the others?  Why or why not?

· How might this document help you answer the focus question?

Answer the following question based on your review of documents 1 through 3.

Focus Question: How were the philosophies about the relationship between religion and government similar and different in different religions and belief systems?
· Think about how each document depicted how the different religions treated the role of the government or the leader.

· Think about which religions believed that there should be a tight alignment between religion and government.
· Think about which religions believed that there should not be a tight alignment between religion and government. 
· Include details and examples to support your answer.
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