Unit 1: Redefining World Society and Culture
Lesson C: Rise and Fall of the Classical and Medieval World
Student Resource: Examining Secondary Sources


Examining Secondary Sources
Directions: Work with a partner or in a group to examine these secondary sources about Islamic Empires. As you examine each source, discuss with your group the following questions. 

· How can this source help us learn about the Islamic Empires?

· Is this source reliable? What questions do we have about this source?

· Do these sources corroborate (support) the other sources presented? How?

· What questions do we have about the Islamic Empires after examining these sources?

     Where can we find sources to help us answer the questions that we have?
Source 1:
The office of Imam was set up in order to replace the office of Prophet in the defense of the faith and the government of the world… The duties of the Imam [include]…to maintain the religion according to established principles…, to execute judgments given between litigants and to settle disputes…, to defend the land…, and to personally govern the community [and] safeguard the faith. 

Source: Lewis, Bernard (historian).  Islam from the Prophet Muhammad to the Capture of Constantinople (a nonfiction book).  New York: Harper & Row, 1974. 171 – 179. 

1. How can this source help us learn about the Islamic Empires?
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2. Is this source reliable? What questions do we have about its source?
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3. Does this source corroborate (support) the other sources presented? How? 
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4. What questions do we have about the Islamic Empires after examining these sources? Where can we find sources to help us answer the questions that we have?
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Source 2:
The motives driving the creation of the Arab Empire were in many ways similar to those of other empires. The merchant leader of the new Islamic community wanted to capture profitable trade routes and wealthy agricultural regions. Individual Arabs found in military expansion a route to wealth and social promotions. The need to harness the immense energies of the Arabian transformation was also important. 

Source: Strayer, Robert W. (Professor of History, California State University, Monterey Bay)  Ways of the World (a textbook). New York: Bedford/St. Martin’s Publishing, 2011. 480 – 481.
1. How can this source help us learn about the Islamic Empires?
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2. Is this source reliable? What questions do we have about its source?
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3. Does this source corroborate the other sources presented? How? 
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4. What questions do we have about the Islamic Empires after examining these sources? Where can we find sources to help us answer the questions that we have?
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Source 3: 
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Caption: Umayyad and Abbasid Empires Timeline
Source: http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Umayyad_and_Abbasid_Empires_Timeline.png 

1. How can this source help us learn about the Islamic Empires?
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2. Is this source reliable? What questions do we have about its source?
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3. Does this source corroborate the other sources presented? How? 
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4. What questions do we have about the Islamic Empires after examining these sources? Where can we find sources to help us answer the questions that we have?
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Source 4: 

One of the first changes the Abbasids made after taking power from the Umayyads was to move the empire's capital from Damascus, in Syria, to Iraq. The latter region was influenced by Persian history and culture, and moving the capital was part of the Persian mawali demand for less Arab influence in the empire. The city of Baghdad was constructed on the Tigris River, in 762, to serve as the new Abbasid capital. The Abbasids established the position of vizier in their administration, which was the equivalent of a "vice-caliph," or second-in-command. Eventually, this change meant that many caliphs under the Abbasids ended up in a much more ceremonial role than ever before, with the vizier in real power. A new Persian bureaucracy began to replace the old Arab aristocracy, and the entire administration reflected these changes, demonstrating that the new dynasty was different in many ways to the Umayyads. 
Source: The Islamic World to 1600 – website. http://www.ucalgary.ca/applied_history/tutor/islam/fractured/abbasid.html 

University of Calgary (Canada), The Applied History Research Group. 

1. How can this source help us learn about the Islamic Empires?
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2. Is this source reliable? What questions do we have about its source?
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3. Does this source corroborate the other sources presented? How? 
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4. What questions do we have about the Islamic Empires after examining these sources? Where can we find sources to help us answer the questions that we have?
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Source 5:
Under the first four caliphs, Arab armies marched from victory to victory. They conquered great chunks of the Byzantine Empire, including the provinces of Syria and Palestine, with the cities of Damascus and Jerusalem. Next, they rapidly demolished the Persian Empire. The Arabs then swept into Egypt. Later Muslim armies conquered even more lands. From Egypt, Muslims dashed west, defeating Byzantine forces across North Africa. In 711, they crossed the Strait of Gibraltar into Spain and pushed north into France. There, in 732, they were defeated at the Battle of Tours. 

Source: Ellis, Elisabeth Gaynor (historian) and Esler, Anthony (Professor of History at the College of William and Mary).  World History: Connections to Today (textbook). Upper Saddle River, NJ: Prentice Hall, 2011. 256.
1. How can this source help us learn about the Islamic Empires?
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2. Is this source reliable? What questions do we have about its source?
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3. Does this source corroborate the other sources presented? How? 
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4. What questions do we have about the Islamic Empires after examining these sources? Where can we find sources to help us answer the questions that we have?
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