Unit 2: How Trade and Travel Changed the World
Lesson A: Costs and Benefits of Trade
Student Resource: Historical Investigation — Black Death

Historical Investigation — The Black Death
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Directions: In order to answer the focus question, you must first consider the source, purpose, and content of each historical document.  You must also consider how the content of each document corroborates (strengthens) or contradicts evidence found in other documents.  Examine all the documents and then answer the questions that follow.  This will assist you in answering the focus question at the end of the investigation.
Focus Question: How did the Black Death create social disorder?

Document 1: The Dance of Death 

Dance of Death, also variously called Danse Macabre (French), was inspired by the Black Death. The work of art symbolizes the universality of death: no matter one's station in life, the Dance of Death unites all. 

[image: image17.png]



Source: This image from http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Holbein-death.png is in the public domain because its copyright has expired.
1. Identify the source and type of document.
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2. What is the message of the document? 
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3. Does this document corroborate (support) or contradict the others?  Why or why not?
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4. How might this document help you answer the focus question?
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Focus Question: How did the Black Death create social disorder?

Document 2: Religion and the Black Death  

Religion was also affected by the Black Death.  Many Europeans believed the Black Death was a punishment from God, and priests were called upon to bless those infected.  This 14th century painting depicts plague-infected monks being blessed by a priest in England.
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Source: This image from http://www.wikipedia.org is in the public domain.
1. Identify the source and type of document.
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2. What is the message of the document? 
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3. Does this document corroborate (support) or contradict the others?  Why or why not?
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4. How might this document help you answer the focus question?
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Focus Question: How did the Black Death create social disorder?

Document 3: Victims of the Black Death 

Many groups such as Jews were unfairly blamed for the Black Death and suffered even if they did not contract the plague.  The artwork below shows the common practice of burning Jews alive during the period of the Black Death. 
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Source: This image from http://www.wikimedia.org is in the public domain.

1. Identify the source and type of document.
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2. What is the message of the document? 
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3. Does this document corroborate (support) or contradict the others?  Why or why not?
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4. How might this document help you answer the focus question?
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Focus Question: How did the Black Death create social disorder?
Now, consider your responses to the questions as you viewed each of the documents about the Black Death.

· Identify the source and type of document.
· What is the message of the document?
· Does this document corroborate (support) or contradict the others?  Why or why not?

· How might this document help you answer the focus question?

Answer the following question based on your review of documents 1 through 3.

How did the Black Death create social disorder?
· Think about how interregional trade helped spread the Black Death.

· Think about how the Black Death could be considered a cost of trade.
· Analyze why there can be different explanations for the causes and effects of the Black Death.
· Include details and examples to support your answer.
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