Unit 2: How Trade and Travel Changed the World
Lesson D: The Chinese Continent

Student Resource: Historical Investigation — China and Southeast Asia

Historical Investigation — China and Southeast Asia
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Directions: In order to answer the focus question, you must first consider the source, purpose, and content of each historical document.  You must also consider how the content of each document corroborates (strengthens) or contradicts evidence found in other documents.  Examine all the documents and then answer the questions that follow.  This will assist you in answering the focus question at the end of the investigation.
Focus Question: To what extent did the Ming dynasty influence Asia? 
Document 1: Map of Ming Empire from Historical Atlas of China, including Tibet
The map below can be found in a current day Chinese Historical Atlas of China.  The borders of the Ming Empire extend beyond Ming provinces to include Tibet.  
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Source: This image from http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Ming_1443.png is in the public domain.
1. Identify the source and type of document.
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2. What is the message of the document? 
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3. Does this document corroborate (support) or contradict the others?  Why or why not?
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4. How might this document help you answer the focus question?
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Focus Question: What were the positive and negative impacts of Ming Dynasty culture and traditions in Asia? 
Document 2: Record of Malaccan King’s Tribute Visit to Ming China, 1411 CE

Parameswara was the ruler of Malacca, a port town in present day Indonesia, a point of trade and contact between China and India.  In 1411, Parameswara visited China to pay tribute to the Ming government.  The excerpt below is a translation of the document, also shown in original form in Chinese language characters.  The message is taken from the Ming Dynasty History’s “Record of Malaccan King’s Tribute visit to Ming China, 1411 CE”. 
You, king (refer to Parameswara), travelled tens of thousands of li across the ocean to the capital, confidently and without anxiety, as your loyalty and sincerity assured you of the protection of the spirits. I (emperor Yongle) have been glad to meet with you, king, and feel that you should stay. However, your people are longing for you and it is appropriate that you return to soothe them. The weather is getting colder and the winds are suited for sailing South. It is the right time. You should eat well on your journey and look after yourself, so as to reflect my feelings of concern for you. Now I am conferring upon you, king, a gold and jade belt, ceremonial insignia, two "saddled horses", 100 liang of gold, 500 liang of silver, 400,000 guan of paper money, 2,600 guan of copper cash, 300 bolts of embroidered fine silks and silk gauzes, 1,000 bolts of thin silks......
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Source: The passage above is part of the original copy of Ming Dynasty History. The image is from Wikipedia. Both of these are in the public domain.

1. Identify the source and type of document.
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2. What is the message of the document? 
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3. Does this document corroborate (support) or contradict the others?  Why or why not?
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4. How might this document help you answer the focus question?
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Focus Question: What were the positive and negative impacts of Ming Dynasty culture and traditions in Asia? 
Document 3: Indonesian/Majapahit Era Piggybank 14-15th century

The Ming Empire also made efforts to improve trade and the exchange of currency with neighboring civilizations.  This piggy bank from the Majapahit Empire of present day Java in Southeast Asia was likely filled with copper coins imported from China. The first Majapahit king changed from silver and gold coins to copper in order to make money more available for everyday use.
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Source: This image from Wikipedia has been released into the public domain by its owner and copyright holder Gunkarta. 

1. Identify the source and type of document.
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2. What is the message of the document? 
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3. Does this document corroborate (support) or contradict the others?  Why or why not?
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4. How might this document help you answer the focus question?
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Focus Question: What were the positive and negative impacts of Ming Dynasty culture and traditions in Asia? 
Document 4: Dictionary of Hangul Showing Korean Alphabet

Shown here is a page from the Dictionary of Hangul, the official language of Korea, created under King Sejong the Great of the 1440s CE.  Hangul was formed as a distinct language from Chinese, the more traditional language of East Asia.
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Source: This image from Wikipedia is in the public domain.
1. Identify the source and type of document.
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2. What is the message of the document? 
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3. Does this document corroborate (support) or contradict the others?  Why or why not?
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4. How might this document help you answer the focus question?
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Focus Question: What were the positive and negative impacts of Ming Dynasty culture and traditions in Asia? 
Document 5: Statue of Le Hoi, Vietnamese Dai Vet King

Relations between the Ming and neighboring states were often tense.  The people of present day Vietnam often lived under the threat of Ming expansion in Southeast Asia.  Le Hoi led a revolt against the Ming Chinese who had invaded and conquered Vietnam in 1407.  
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Source:  This image from Wikipedia has been released into the public domain by its owner and copyright holder, Nguyễn Thanh Quang. 
1. Identify the source and type of document.
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2. What is the message of the document? 
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3. Does this document corroborate (support) or contradict the others?  Why or why not?
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4. How might this document help you answer the focus question?
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Focus Question: What were the positive and negative impacts of Ming Dynasty culture and traditions in Asia? 
Now, consider your responses to the questions as you viewed each of the documents about the impacts of Ming Dynasty culture and traditions in Asia.

· Identify the source and type of document.
· What is the message of the document? 
· Does this document corroborate (support) or contradict the others?  Why or why not?
· How might this document help you answer the focus question?

Respond to the focus question based on your review of Documents 1 through 5.
To what extent did the Ming Dynasty cause change in Asia?
· Think about the impacts of Ming Dynasty culture and traditions on neighboring civilizations of East and Southeast Asia.

· Analyze the political, economic, and social impacts of the Ming on the lives of people in Tibet, Vietnam, Korea, and Indonesia.

· Include details and examples to support your answer.
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