Unit 3: Revolutions and Reaction
Lesson A: Conflict and Progress in the European World
Student Resource: Historical Investigation — The Enlightenment of Europe

Historical Investigation — The Enlightenment of Europe
[image: image1]Directions: In order to answer the focus question, you must first consider the source, purpose, and content of each historical document.  You must also consider how the content of each document corroborates (strengthens) or contradicts evidence found in other documents.  Examine all the documents and then answer the questions that follow.  This will assist you in answering the focus question at the end of the investigation.
“The Age of Enlightenment is the era in 18th century western society in which reason, not royalty and religion, was emphasized as the basis for cultural and political ideas.”

Focus question: How do the ideas in Documents 1-5 confirm the definition of the Enlightenment?
Document 1: The Ideas of John Locke
John Locke was an English philosopher of the Enlightenment who based much of his thought on the ideas of the Glorious Revolution.   He believed that the English people had benefited from the replacement of a absolute monarch with a more democratic system, in which government ruled by the “consent of the governed”.  He wrote the following:
The reason why men enter into [government], is the preservation of their property; and the end why they choose and authorize a legislative, is, that there may be laws made, and rules set, as guards and fences to the properties of all the members of the society…   whenever the legislators endeavor to take away, and destroy the property of the people… they put themselves into a state of war with the people…by this breach of trust [legislators] forfeit the power the people had put into their hands … and it devolves to the people, who have a right to… the establishment of a new legislative, (such as they shall think fit).

John Locke
Caption: Second Treatise on Government

Source: Second Treatise on Government www.constitution.org

1. Identify the source and type of document.
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2. What is the message of the document? 
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3. Does this document corroborate (support) or contradict the others?  Why or why not?
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4. How might this document help you answer the focus question?
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“The Age of Enlightenment is the era in 18th century western society in which reason, not royalty and religion, was emphasized as the basis for cultural and political ideas.”

Focus question: How do the ideas in Documents 1-5 confirm the definition of the Enlightenment?
Document 2: The Ideas of Montesquieu
Montesquieu was a French philosopher of the Enlightenment who developed many of his ideas by comparing governments around the world and determining which systems seemed to work best.  

In every government there are three sorts of power: the legislative; the executive in respect to things dependent on the law of nations; and the executive in regard to matters that depend on the civil law…When the legislative and executive powers are united in the same person, or in the same body of magistrates, there can be no liberty; because apprehensions may arise, lest the same monarch or senate should enact tyrannical laws, to execute them in a tyrannical manner.

“Again, there is no liberty, if the judiciary power be not separated from the legislative and executive. Were it joined with the legislative, the life and liberty of the subject would be exposed to arbitrary control; for the judge would be then the legislator. Were it joined to the executive power, the judge might behave with violence and oppression.  There would be an end of everything, were the same man or the same body, whether of the nobles or of the people, to exercise those three powers, that of enacting laws, that of executing the public resolutions, and of trying the causes of individual… every private citizen may be ruined by their particular decisions.

Baron de Montesquieu

Caption: The Spirit of Laws
Source: http://www.constitution.org/cm/sol.htm
1. Identify the source and type of document.


[image: image5]
2. What is the message of the document? 
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3. Does this document corroborate (support) or contradict the others?  Why or why not?
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4. How might this document help you answer the focus question?


[image: image8]
“The Age of Enlightenment is the era in 18th century western society in which reason, not royalty and religion, was emphasized as the basis for cultural and political ideas.”

Focus question: How do the ideas in Documents 1-5 confirm the definition of the Enlightenment?
Document 3: The Ideas of Kant
Immanuel Kant was a Prussian philosopher, who was generally regarded as the last major philosopher of the Enlightenment. Critique of Pure Reason is one of the most important books in Western thought. Kant’s objective was to explain how experience and reason interact in thought and understanding.

If we are asked, "Do we now live in an enlightened age?" the answer is, "No," but we do live in an age of enlightenment. As things now stand, much is lacking which prevents men from being, or easily becoming, capable of correctly using their own reason in religious matters with assurance and free from outside direction. But on the other hand, we have clear indications that the field has now been opened wherein men may freely deal with these things and that the obstacles to general enlightenment or the release from self-imposed tutelage are gradually being reduced. In this respect, this is the age of enlightenment, or the century of Frederick.
Immanuel Kant
Caption: “Answering the Questions: What is Enlightenment?”

Source: http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/mod/kant-whatis.html
1. Identify the source and type of document.
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2. What is the message of the document? 
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3. Does this document corroborate (support) or contradict the others?  Why or why not?
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4. How might this document help you answer the focus question?
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“The Age of Enlightenment is the era in 18th century western society in which reason, not royalty and religion, was emphasized as the basis for cultural and political ideas.”

Focus question: How do the ideas in Documents 1-5 confirm the definition of the Enlightenment?
Document 4: Enlightened Opponents of Tradition
Dorinda Outram is currently a professor at the University of Rochester. Her interests include revolutionary France, women's history, history of science, and the Enlightenment. Her study provides a good example of a standard definition of the Enlightenment.

Enlightenment was a desire for human affairs to be guided by rationality rather than by faith, superstition, or revelation; a belief in the power of human reason to change society and liberate the individual from the restraints of custom or arbitrary authority; all backed up by a world view increasingly validated by science rather than by religion or tradition.
Dorinda Outram

Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Age_of_Enlightenment
1. Identify the source and type of document.
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2. What is the message of the document? 
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3. Does this document corroborate (support) or contradict the others?  Why or why not?
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4. How might this document help you answer the focus question?
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“The Age of Enlightenment is the era in 18th century western society in which reason, not royalty and religion, was emphasized as the basis for cultural and political ideas.”

Focus question: How do the ideas in Documents 1-5 confirm the definition of the Enlightenment?
Document 5: Enlightened Opponents of Tradition
Robert Darnto is an American cultural historian who is recognized as a leading expert on eighteenth-century France.
Perhaps the Enlightenment was a more down-to-earth affair than the rarefied climate of opinion described by textbook writers, and we should question the overly highbrow, overly metaphysical view of intellectual life in the eighteenth century. 
Robert Darnton

Source: Robert Darnton, The Literary Underground of the Old Regime (1982) at Wikipedia.org. 
1. Identify the source and type of document.
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2. What is the message of the document? 
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3. Does this document corroborate (support) or contradict the others?  Why or why not?
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4. How might this document help you answer the focus question?
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Focus Question: How do the ideas in Documents 1-5 confirm the definition of the Enlightenment?
Now, consider your responses to the questions as you viewed each of the documents about the ideas of the Enlightenment.

· Identify the source and type of document.
· What is the message of the document?
· Does this document corroborate (support) or contradict the others?  Why or why not?

· How might this document help you answer the focus question?

Answer the following question based on your review of documents 1 through 5. 

“The Age of Enlightenment is the era in 18th century western society in which reason, not royalty and religion, was emphasized as the basis for cultural and political ideas.”

How do the ideas in Documents 1-5 confirm the definition of the Enlightenment?
· Think about the political and economic systems that existed in Europe prior to the Enlightenment.

· Think about how the ideas of the Enlightenment changed these systems.
· Think about why historians debate the changes that occurred during the Enlightenment.
· Include details and examples to support your answer.
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