Unit 3: Revolutions and Reaction

Lesson C: Change vs. Continuity — Impact of the Atlantic Revolutions on Europe
Student Resource: The Actions of Napoleon — Change or Continuity?


The Actions of Napoleon — Change or Continuity?
Directions:  Read each primary source document in the four sections: fraternity, liberty, equality, and nationalism. For each document in each section, determine if Napoleon spread the ideals of the French Revolution (change), or limited the spread of French Revolution ideals (continuity). Highlight evidence in the text that supports your answer. The first one has been done for you as an example. 
Fraternity (Document A)
Document A: Senatus Consultum. Extract from the Registers of the Conservative Senate of the 2d of August 1802.

The conservative senate, consisting of the number of members prescribed by the 90th article of the constitution… having heard the report of the special committee…that 3,568,885 citizens have voted, that Napoleon Bonaparte should be appointed consul for life…

Source: This document from http://www.historywiz.com/primarysources/concordat-text.html is in the public domain.
Based on this document, Napoleon spread the ideal of fraternity.
This spread the ideals of Napoleon. Believe it or not, many viewed the act of appointing Napoleon consul for life as spreading the ideals of fraternity. By most accounts, the people were united behind his leadership, and the vote to make him consul for life confirmed the united will of the people.

Liberty (Documents B-D)
Document B: The Concordat of 1801 was an agreement between the Roman Catholic Pope and Napoleon. 

Article 1

The Catholic, Apostolic and Roman religion will be freely exercised in France. Its worship will be public, and in conformity with such police regulations as the Government shall consider necessary to public peace.

Source: This document from http://www.historywiz.com/primarysources/concordat-text.html is in the public domain.

Based on this document, Napoleon
[image: image1] the ideal of liberty.
· spread

· limited
Document C: Moniteur, January 19, 1800 (a newspaper)
The consuls of the Republic, considering that a part of the newspapers which are printed in the department of the Seine are instruments in the hands of the enemies… orders as follows:

1. The minister of police shall permit to be printed, published, and circulated during the whole course of the war only the following newspapers: ... [Here follows the names of thirteen newspapers],

2. All newspapers which shall insert articles opposed to the respect that is due to the social compact, to the sovereignty of the people and the glory of the armies, or which shall publish invectives against the governments and nations who are friends or allies of the Republic… shall be immediately suppressed.

Source: http://www.napoleon-series.org/research/government/legislation/c_newspapers.html
Based on this document, Napoleon
[image: image2] the ideal of liberty.
· spread

· limited
Document D: Law for Re-establishing Slavery in the French Colonies

May 20, 1802

Title I. Creation and Organization of the Legion of Honor.

1. In the colonies restored to France in fulfillment of the treaty of Amiens of 6 Germinal, Year X, slavery shall be maintained in conformity with the laws and regulations in force prior to 1789. 

2. The same shall be done in the other French colonies beyond the Cape of Good Hope. 

3. The trade in the blacks and their importation into the said colonies shall take place in conformity with the laws and regulations existing prior to the said date of 1789.

Source: http://www.napoleon-series.org/research/government/legislation/c_slavery.html
Based on this document, Napoleon
[image: image3] the ideal of liberty.
· spread

· limited
Equality (Documents E-F)
Document E:  Napoleonic Code of 1804

3. The laws of police and public security bind all the inhabitants of the territory. 
TITLE I. 
Of the Enjoyment of Civil Rights. 
7. The exercise of civil rights is independent of the quality of citizen, which is only acquired and preserved conformably to the constitutional law. 

8. Every Frenchman shall enjoy civil rights.
Source: http://www.napoleon-series.org/research/government/c_code.html 
Based on this document, Napoleon
[image: image4] the ideal of equality.
· spread

· limited
Document F:  Napoleonic Code of 1804

Section II: Of the Administration of the Community, and of the Effect of the Acts of Either of the Married Parties Relating to the Conjugal Union
1. The husband alone administers the property of the community. He may sell it, alienate and pledge it without the concurrence of his wife. 

2. The wife cannot bind herself nor engage the property of the community…

3. The husband has the management of all the personal property of the wife…

Source: http://www.napoleon-series.org/research/government/c_code.html 

Based on this document, Napoleon
[image: image5] the ideal of equality.
· spread

· limited
Nationalism (Documents G-H)
Document G: Senatus Consultum. - Extract from the Registers of the Conservative Senate of the 2d of August 1802.

…considering that the senate, established by the constitution as the organ of the people… ought to manifest in a splendid manner the national gratitude towards the conquering and pacificating hero, and to proclaim solemnly that it is the will of the French people to give to the government every necessary stability and independence, in order to insure the prosperity and glory of the republic, decrees as follows:

1. The French people do appoint, and the senate do proclaim, Napoleon Bonaparté first consul for life. 

2. A statue of peace, holding in one hand the laurel of victory, and in the other the decree of the senate, shall attest to posterity the gratitude of the nation. 

3. The senate shall convey to the first consul the expression of the confidence, the love, and the admiration of the French people.

Source: http://www.napoleon-series.org/research/government/legislation/c_consulate.html 
Based on this document, Napoleon 
[image: image6] the ideal of nationalism.
· spread

· limited
Document H: The Concordat of 1801 was an agreement between the Roman Catholic Pope and Napoleon. 

Article 6

Before assuming their functions, the bishops will take directly at the hands of the First Consul, the oath of loyalty used before the change of government, expressed in the following terms:
“I swear and promise before God, on the Holy Scriptures, to observe obedience and loyalty to the Government established by the Constitution of the French Republic….”
Source: This document from http://www.historywiz.com/primarysources/concordat-text.html is in the public domain.

Based on this document, Napoleon 
[image: image7] the ideal of nationalism.
· spread

· limited
Evidence Based Conclusion:  Historians must muddle through many documents that often present conflicting viewpoints. They must then try to form a hypothesis based on which viewpoint is most convincing. Based on the evidence that you gathered, answer the following question.

As Napoleon defeated the absolute monarchs of Europe and expanded the French empire to include much of Europe (see map below), people were exposed to Napoleon’s new style of rule. 
· How do you think the people of these conquered territories were impacted?  
· Were they likely to experience more change or more continuity? 

· Use evidence from the documents to support your answer.
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Caption: Napoleon’s Empire 1810
Source: This image from http://www.dean.usma.edu/history/web03/atlases/napoleon/
napoleon%20pages/napoleon%20map%2070.htm is in the public domain. 
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