Unit 3: Revolutions and Reaction

Lesson C: Change vs. Continuity — Impact of the Atlantic Revolutions on Europe
Student Resource: The Rise and Fall of Napoleon

The Rise and Fall of Napoleon

Directions:  Before you begin viewing the presentation The Rise and Fall of Napoleon, answer questions 1-3 below.  Your job is to determine whether Napoleon was a hero or villain.
1. Do you think Napoleon will be a hero of France?  Or a villain of France? Circle your answer.
HERO


OR


VILLAIN

2. Explain why you circled the answer you did.
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3. Historians base their hypothesis about the past on evidence, not mere conjecture or guess.   Is your answer above an opinion or a hypothesis based on evidence?   Explain your answer.
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Directions: While you may have had some evidence on which to base your conclusion, historians must base their hypothesis on as much evidence as possible. Now view the presentation about the life of Napoleon.  As you watch, answer questions 4 and 5.
4. Record evidence that Napoleon was a hero as well as evidence that Napoleon was a villain.
Consider the following questions as you complete the chart on the next page.
· How did Napoleon come to power and how was it different than the monarchs before him?

· Did Napoleon advance or limit the ideals of the French Revolution?

	Napoleon the Hero
	Napoleon the Villain
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Napoleon Crossing the Alps by Jacques-Louis David. Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Napoleon
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Napoleon on Saint Helena by Francois-Joseph Sandmann. 
Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Napoleon



5. Now consider the evidence you gathered.  Check the evidence you gathered with another classmate. Do you think Napoleon was the hero of the French people? Or, do you think he was the villain of true revolution?  Use evidence to support your answer.
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