Unit 3: Revolutions and Reaction

Lesson D: The Americas — Land of Revolutionary Opportunity
Student Resource: Early Mexico – The Extent of Democracy

Early Mexico — The Extent of Democracy
Directions:  Read each document in the four sections. For each document in each section, determine the extent to which independent Mexico was democratic. Use the continuum to record your response and highlight evidence in the text that supports your answer. The first one has been done for you as an example.
When you are done, you will answer the question: To what extent was democracy successful in Mexico in the early years following independence?
1824
Document A: Constitution of 1824
The Constitution of 1824 was modeled after the U.S. Constitution and established the powers of government. This constitution was never fully implemented by the early leaders of the Mexican republic. Here are some excerpts from the Constitution.
1.
The Mexican nation is sovereign and free from the Spanish government and any other nation.

3. 
The religion of the nation is Roman Catholic Church and is protected by law and prohibits any other.

4. 
The Mexican nation adopts as its form of government a popular federal representative republic.

6. 
The supreme power of the federation is divided into Legislative power, Executive power and Judiciary power.

7. 
Legislative power is deposited in a Congress of two chambers, a Chamber of Deputies and the Chamber of Senators.

50. 
Political freedom of press in the federation and the states.

74.
Executive power is vested in a person named President of the United Mexican States.

95.

The term of the president and vice president shall be four years.

123. 
Judiciary power lies in a Supreme Court, in the Circuit Courts and District   Courts.

147. 
There is forever prohibited the penalty of confiscation of estates
150. 
No one shall be imprisoned, unless there is reasonable ground to suppose him criminal.
152. 
No authority shall give an order for the search of any houses, papers, and other effects of the inhabitants of the Republic, except in the cases expressly provided for by law, and in the form which it designates.
153. 
No inhabitant of the Republic shall be compelled to take an oath relative to his own acts in criminal affairs.
Source: This excerpt from http://tarlton.law.utexas.edu/constitutions/text/ALetter.html Courtesy of the Tarlton Law Library, Jamail Center for Legal Research, The University of Texas at Austin is in the public domain and can be used for educational purposes. 
Based on this document, to what extent was early Mexico democratic:
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Democratic







Not Democratic

Based on this document, Mexico was prepared to be a democracy after winning independence.  This Constitution was modeled on the United States Constitution and included principles such as separation of powers, free press, and no unjust imprisonment or search and seizure.  But, freedom of religion was not allowed.  This constitution was never fully implemented by the Mexican government.
1828
Document B: President Guerrero’s First Address to Congress
Vicente Guerrero was one of the revolutionary generals in the Mexican War of Independence who served briefly as president. Guerrero was of African and native descent. As president, he abolished slavery and extended the right to vote. This is an excerpt from his first address to the Mexican Congress in 1828.


“If we succeed in protecting the rights of the individual, if equality under the law destroys the forces of power and money, if the primary title we use amongst ourselves is that of ‘citizen,’ if rewards are given exclusively for talent and virtue, then we have a republic, and it will be preserved through the universal suffrage of a solidly free and content people.”  
Source: This excerpt is from Vincent, Ted “Mexico’s First Black President,” The Berkeley Daily Planet, February 19, 2009 http://www.berkeleydailyplanet.com/issue/2009-02-19/article/32284?headline=Mexico-s-First-Black-President.
Caption: Vincente Guerrero, President of Mexico 1829 [1]
Based on this document, to what extent was early Mexico democratic:


Democratic







Not Democratic

[1] Source: This image from http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Vicente_Guerrero_by_Anacleto_Escutia_(1850).jpg is in the public domain because its copyright has expired.  
1830
Document C: Historians Describe the Rule of President Bustamate
The Congress of Mexico appointed Anastasio Bustamante as Vice President to President Vincente Guerrero in 1828. Bustamante quickly opposed Guerrero, eventually allying with military leaders to have Guerrero overthrown.  The excerpt below was written by modern American historians and describes Bustamate’s rule. 
Bustamante…[gave] his fellow Mexicans their first real lessons in military dictatorship…Freedom of the press was suppressed as only those presses upholding the government were allowed to roll.  The federal legislature and the judiciary were badgered into [submission].  Political corruption, not unknown in Mexico’s past, reached new heights.  But the incident that occasioned the greatest public outrage was the capture and execution of the former president, Vicente Guerrero.

Source: This excerpt is from Meyer, Michael C., and Sherman (1991), William L. The Course of Mexican History.  New York: Oxford University Press.
Caption: Anastasio Bustamante, President of Mexico 1830-32, 1837-39, 1839-41 [1]
Based on this document, to what extent was early Mexico democratic:


Democratic







Not Democratic

[1] Source: This image from http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Anastasio_Bustamante.jpg is licensed under the terms of the GNU License Agreement. 

1850s
Document D: The War for Mexican Democracy
From 1846 to 1848, Mexico fought and lost a war with the United States over territories that would later become much of the present-day southwestern United States. As a result, the government was in turmoil and the country, once again, was divided between liberal forces that sought to expand rights using a secular (non-religious) government, and conservative forces that sought to retain a repressive central government. The following excerpt is from the “History of Mexico” section of HistoryWorld.com. It discusses reform and civil war in Mexico between 1848 and 1861.
In the aftermath of the humiliating capitulation (defeat) to the United States, Mexico's politicians argue that drastic reforms are needed to save the republic…The conservatives are the first to seize control by force, in a coup of 1853. They then make the astonishing decision, in view of his record, of inviting (former general) Santa Anna to assume power as dictator. He proves so ineffectual that he is easily toppled in 1855 by a liberal rebellion, led by Juan Alvarez and Ignacio Comonfort. Together they launch a radical program which becomes known simply as the Reform. The central aim of the Reform is to transform Mexico into a secular democracy. This involves abolishing the special privileges enjoyed by the church and the military, together with the forced sale of all church lands not used for specifically religious purposes. A constitution putting in place a secular government is proclaimed in 1857. Comonfort is elected president.

The church fights back by excommunicating any official who takes the oath required by the new constitution. The result is the full-scale outbreak of the civil war which has been simmering for several years. The conservatives seize Mexico City in January 1858. Comonfort escapes into exile.  In 1860 the liberals begin to make extensive gains in the civil war, and on the first day of 1861 their army enters Mexico City. The conservative leaders, in their turn, flee into exile. Juárez is constitutionally elected president, but the nation which he now governs is bankrupt. 

Source: This excerpt is from  Gascoigne, Bamber, “History of Mexico” HistoryWorld. From 2001, ongoing. http://www.historyworld.net/wrldhis/PlainTextHistories.asp?groupid=788&HistoryID=aa79&gtrack=pthc.
Based on this document, to what extent was early Mexico democratic:


Democratic







Not Democratic

Evidence Based Conclusion: Historians must muddle through many documents that often present conflicting viewpoints. They must then try to form a hypothesis based on which viewpoint is most convincing. Based on the evidence that you gathered, answer the following question:
To what extent was democracy successful in Mexico in the early years following independence? Use evidence from the documents to support your answer.
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