Unit 3: Revolutions and Reactions 
Lesson E: The Origins and Spread of the Industrial Revolution
Student Resource: Historical Investigation — The Birth of an Economic Revolution


Historical Investigation — The Birth of an Economic Revolution 
[image: image1]Directions: In order to answer the focus question, you must first consider the source, purpose, and content of each historical document. You must also consider how the content of each document corroborates (strengthens) or contradicts evidence found in other documents. Examine all the documents and then answer the questions that follow. This will assist you in answering the focus question at the end of the investigation.
Focus Question: Why did the Industrial Revolution begin in Great Britain?
Document 1: Maps of Great Britain
[image: image27.png]


Below are two separate maps of Great Britain. As you analyze the maps, consider how physical geography may have influenced industrialization.
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Caption: The map on the left shows the location of British coal fields.  The map on the right shows the location of British rivers.

Left Source:  This image from http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:British.coalfields.19th.century.jpg is licensed with Creative Commons Attribution. Attribution: Notuncurious.
Right Source: This image from http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Gb4dot_rivers_England.png#filehistory is in the public domain.
1. Identify the source and type of document.

 SHAPE  \* MERGEFORMAT 



2. What is the message of the document? 

 SHAPE  \* MERGEFORMAT 



3. Does this document corroborate (support) or contradict the others? Why or why not?
 SHAPE  \* MERGEFORMAT 



4. How might this document help you answer the focus question?

 SHAPE  \* MERGEFORMAT 



Focus Question: Why did the Industrial Revolution begin in Great Britain?
Document 2: Landmarks in English Industrial History

Author George Warner made the following observations about British Industrialization in the late 19th century.
[England] has been fortunate in containing the natural conditions necessary for success… Modern manufacturers cluster round coal-fields, where power can be had cheaply, the possession of good harbours is essential in maritime trade; a country where broad and gently flowing rivers act as natural canals will have advantages in internal communications over a country broken up by mountain ranges… and that no part of the country is but farther than some seventy miles from the sea.
George Warner, 1899 Landmarks in English Industrial History
Caption: A Brief Survey of British History

Source: http://books.google.com/books?id=QQEPAAAAQAAJ&printsec=frontcover&dq=inauthor:%22George+Townsend+Warner%22&hl=en&ei=HiAzTefgB8qr8AbQp62gCQ&sa=X&oi=book_result&ct=result&resnum=1&ved=0CCMQ6AEwAA#v=onepage&q&f=false 
1. Identify the source and type of document.

 SHAPE  \* MERGEFORMAT 



2. What is the message of the document? 

 SHAPE  \* MERGEFORMAT 



3. Does this document corroborate (support) or contradict the others? Why or why not?
 SHAPE  \* MERGEFORMAT 



4. How might this document help you answer the focus question?

 SHAPE  \* MERGEFORMAT 



Focus Question: Why did the Industrial Revolution begin in Great Britain?
Document 3: The Industrial and Commercial Revolutions of Great Britain

Lilian Knowles was an author and British economic historian who became one of the first women to serve as a chair of the London School of Economics.  

England had a further advantage in her freedom from any system of inland tariff barriers. When one realizes the thousands of internal tariffs that obstructed traffic in Germany up to 1834 and the innumerable tolls and charges that hindered trade in France before 1789… it is clear that the political and economic freedom in England was one of the contributing causes of her industrial expansion.
Lilian Knowles, 1921 

The Industrial and Commercial Revolutions in Great Britain
Source: http://books.google.com/books?id=t9kJAAAAIAAJ&printsec=frontcover&dq=lillian+charlotte+knowles+the+industrial&source=bl&ots=5aCWJbS4V1&sig=0uyT1E1AnnUmx1QBR-S4CQVU8Eg&hl=en&ei=HiMzTZbNBoaCgAfR5tywCw&sa=X&oi=book_result&ct=result&resnum=2&sqi=2&ved=0CB8Q6AEwAQ#v=onepage&q&f=false 

1. Identify the source and type of document.

 SHAPE  \* MERGEFORMAT 



2. What is the message of the document? 

 SHAPE  \* MERGEFORMAT 



3. Does this document corroborate (support) or contradict the others? Why or why not?
 SHAPE  \* MERGEFORMAT 



4. How might this document help you answer the focus question?

 SHAPE  \* MERGEFORMAT 



Focus Question: Why did the Industrial Revolution begin in Great Britain?
Document 4: The History of the Cotton Manufacture in Great Britain

Edward Baines was a writer and politician who spent much of his life in the English city of Leeds.  He was considered a liberal, but independent, voice who advocated for such things as the end of the slave trade and the separation of church and state.
The political and moral advantages of this country, as a seat of manufactures, are not less remarkable than its physical advantages. The arts are the daughters of peace and liberty. In no country have these blessings been enjoyed in so high degree, or for so long a continuance, as in England. Under the reign of just laws, personal liberty and property have been secure; mercantile enterprise has been allowed to reap its reward; capital has accumulated in safety; the workman has "gone forth to his work and to his labour until the evening;" and, thus protected and favoured… the country.
Edward Baines, 1835 
The History of the Cotton Manufacture in Great Britain

Source: http://www.historyguide.org/intellect/lecture17a.html 

1. Identify the source and type of document.

 SHAPE  \* MERGEFORMAT 



2. What is the message of the document? 

 SHAPE  \* MERGEFORMAT 



3. Does this document corroborate (support) or contradict the others? Why or why not?
 SHAPE  \* MERGEFORMAT 



4. How might this document help you answer the focus question?

 SHAPE  \* MERGEFORMAT 



Focus Question: Why did the Industrial Revolution begin in Great Britain?
Document 5: Mass Production in Factories
The following painting shows a factory in England from 1820. Factories were used to house people and machines so that they could do all of the work in one place.

[image: image17.jpg]



Caption: Ancoats, Manchester. McConnel & Company's Mills, 1820
Source: This image from http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:McConnel_%26_Company_mills,_about_1820.jpg is in the public domain because its copyright has expired.
1. Identify the source and type of document.

 SHAPE  \* MERGEFORMAT 



2. What is the message of the document? 

 SHAPE  \* MERGEFORMAT 



3. Does this document corroborate (support) or contradict the others? Why or why not?
 SHAPE  \* MERGEFORMAT 



4. How might this document help you answer the focus question?

 SHAPE  \* MERGEFORMAT 



Focus Question: Why did the Industrial Revolution begin in Great Britain?
Document 6: British Imperialism
The following map shows British possessions (in red) in the world. Each colony had to trade its natural resources with Britain and in return, Britain would produce goods to sell back to the colonies.

[image: image22.png]



Caption: Extent of British Empire in 1886

Source: This image from http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Imperial_Federation,_Map_of_the_World_ Showing_the_Extent_of_the_British_Empire_in_1886_%28levelled%29.jpg is in the public domain.
1. Identify the source and type of document.

 SHAPE  \* MERGEFORMAT 



2. What is the message of the document? 

 SHAPE  \* MERGEFORMAT 



3. Does this document corroborate (support) or contradict the others? Why or why not?
 SHAPE  \* MERGEFORMAT 



4. How might this document help you answer the focus question?

 SHAPE  \* MERGEFORMAT 



Focus Question: Why did the Industrial Revolution begin in Great Britain?
Now, consider your responses to the questions as you viewed each of the documents about the Industrial Revolution.

· Identify the source and type of document.
· What is the message of the document?
· Does this document corroborate (support) or contradict other ones? Why or why not?

· How might this document help you answer the focus question?
Answer the following question based on your review of documents 1 through 6. 

Why did the Industrial Revolution begin in Great Britain?

· Think about the geographical, political, economic, and social conditions that promoted industrialization in Great Britain.
· Include details and examples to support your answer.
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