Unit 4: Nationalism, Industrialism, and Imperialism
Lesson A: Birth of the Imperial World
Student Resource: Historical Investigation — Western Responses to Imperialism

Historical Investigation — Western Responses to Imperialism

[image: image1]Directions: In order to answer the focus question, you must first consider the source, purpose, and content of each historical document. You must also consider how the content of each document corroborates (strengthens) or contradicts evidence found in other documents.  Examine all the documents and then answer the questions that follow. This will assist you in answering the focus question at the end of the investigation.
Focus Question: How did Westerners respond to imperialism during the 19th and early 20th centuries? How might you explain why Westerners had different opinions of imperialism?
Document 1: North American Review Academic Journal, 1926
This document was created for publication in a university journal of current events. 



Much has been said and written of the White Man’s Burden – of our race’s duty to extend our civilization over territory belonging to the yellow or red or black man so as to better the condition of those people. But is that true? Who shall decide whether such a change really benefits those peoples – they or we?  Has not the time come to make frank admission that the “White Man’s Burden” is after all only a smug phrase coined to cover exploitation of weaker races for the benefit of the white one?

Charles H. Sherrill, American diplomat

Source: North American Review, pages 65 – 69. Retrieved electronically by JSTOR.

1. Identify the source and type of document.
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2. What conclusions can you draw from this excerpt?
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3. Does this document corroborate (support) or contradict the others?  Why or why not?
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4. How might the information in this excerpt help you answer the focus question? 
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Focus Question: How did Westerners respond to imperialism during the 19th and early 20th centuries? How might you explain why Westerners had different opinions of imperialism?
Document 2: Speech of British Secretary of State for the Colonies, 1897
A British official delivered this speech to the Royal Colonial Institute. It was a reaction to some negative reactions towards imperialism made by some in the British and international communities. 

In carrying out this work of civilization we are fulfilling what I believe to be our national mission, and we are finding scope for the exercise of those faculties and qualities which have made of us a great governing race. I do not say that our success has been perfect in every case, I do not say that all our methods have been beyond reproach; but I do say that in almost every instance in which the rule of the Queen has been established and the great Pax Britannica has been enforced, there has come with it greater security to life and property, and a material improvement in the condition of the bulk of the population. No doubt, in the first instance, when those conquests have been made, there has been bloodshed, there has been loss of life among the native populations, loss of still more precious lives among those who have been sent out to bring these countries into some kind of disciplined order, but it must be remembered that that is the condition of the mission we have to fulfill. 

Source: http://web.jjay.cuny.edu/~jobrien/reference/ob70.html
1. Identify the source and type of document.
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2. What conclusions can you draw from this excerpt?
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3. Does this document corroborate (support) or contradict the others?  Why or why not?
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4. How might this excerpt help you answer the focus question?
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Focus Question: How did Westerners respond to imperialism during the 19th and early 20th centuries? How might you explain why Westerners had different opinions of imperialism?
Document 3: British Advertisement for a Brand of Soap 
An advertisement for Pears' Soap, from the 1890s, instructing whites to promote cleanliness among other races.
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Source: This image from http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:1890sc_Pears_Soap_Ad.jpg is in the public domain. 
1. Identify the source and type of document.
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2. What conclusions can you draw from this image?
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3. Does this document corroborate (support) or contradict the others?  Why or why not?
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4. How might this image help you answer the focus question?
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Focus Question: How did Westerners respond to imperialism during the 19th and early 20th centuries? How might you explain why Westerners had different opinions of imperialism?
Document 4: School Begins Cartoon, 1899
This cartoon shows Uncle Sam beginning school with four new students – Cuba, Puerto Rico, Hawaii, and the Philippines. The caption under the cartoon reads, “"School Begins. Uncle Sam (to his new class in Civilization): Now, children, you've got to learn these lessons whether you want to or not! But just take a look at the class ahead of you, and remember that, in a little while, you will feel as glad to be here as they (the other students) are!"
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Source: This image from http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:School_Begins_1-25-1899.JPG is in the public domain.
1. Identify the source and type of document.
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2. What conclusions can you draw from this image? 
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3. Does this document corroborate (support) or contradict the others?  Why or why not?
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4. How might this image help you answer the focus question?
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Focus Question: How did Westerners respond to imperialism during the 19th and early 20th centuries? How might you explain why Westerners had different opinions of imperialism?
Document 5: Mark Twain speech, 1900
Mark Twain, the American writer, wrote this for the New York Herald. 

I left these shores a red-hot imperialist. I wanted the American eagle to go screaming into the Pacific. It seemed tiresome and tame for it to content itself with the Rockies. Why not spread its wings over the Philippines, I asked myself? And I thought it would be a real good thing to do.
I said to myself, here are a people who have suffered for three centuries. We can make them as free as ourselves, give them a government and country of their own, put a miniature of the American constitution afloat in the Pacific, start a brand new republic to take its place among the free nations of the world. It seemed to me a great task to which we had addressed ourselves.
But I have thought some more, since then, and I have read carefully the Treaty of Paris, and I have seen that we do not intend to free, but to subjugate the people of the Philippines. We have gone there to conquer, not to redeem. We have also pledged the power of this country to maintain and protect the abominable system established in the Philippines by the Catholic Friars.
It should, it seems to me, be our pleasure and duty to make those people free, and let them deal with their own domestic questions in their own way. And so I am an anti-imperialist. I am opposed to having the eagle put its talons on any other land.
Source: From Mark Twain's Weapons of Satire: Anti-Imperialist Writings on the Philippine-American War, Jim Zwick, ed., (Syracuse: Syracuse University Press, 1992).
1. Identify the source and type of document.
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2. What conclusions can you draw from this excerpt? 
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3. Does this document corroborate (support) or contradict the others?  Why or why not?
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4. How might this document help you answer the focus question?
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Focus Question: How did Westerners respond to imperialism during the 19th and early 20th centuries? How might you explain why Westerners had different opinions of imperialism?
Now, consider your responses to the questions as you viewed each of the documents about the Western reaction or response to imperialism.

· Identify the source and type of document.
· What conclusions can you draw from each document, image, or data?

· Does this document corroborate (support) or contradict the others?  Why or why not?
· How might this document, image, or data help you answer the focus question?

Answer the following question based on your review of Documents 1 through 5.
How did Westerners respond to imperialism during the 19th and early 20th centuries? How might you explain why Westerners had different opinions of imperialism?

· Think about how some Westerners opposed and supported imperialism.  

· Think about why people might have different opinions of imperialism. 

· Include details and examples to support your answer.
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