Unit 4: Nationalism, Industrialism, and Imperialism
Lesson B: Resistance to European Rule in India and Southeast Asia
Student Resource: Historical Investigation — The Development of Nationalism in India


Historical Investigation — The Development of Nationalism in India
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Directions: In order to answer the focus question, you must first consider the source, purpose, and content of each historical document.  You must also consider how the content of each document corroborates (strengthens) or contradicts evidence found in other documents.  Examine all the documents and then answer the questions that follow.  This will assist you in answering the focus question at the end of the investigation.
Focus Question: Why did Indian nationalism begin to develop during the 19th and early 20th centuries?
Document 1: Deaths from Famine in India
Under British rule, farmers in India began to grow more and more cash crops like sugar, tea, and cotton.  Often, this meant that food crops were in short supply and people were hungry. Famines and deaths from starvation became more and more common in India as demand for cash crops increased. In the early 20th century, newspapers and magazines like The Atlantic Monthly began to document the occurrence of famines in India.
	Years
	Number of Famines in India
	Estimated Number of Deaths from Starvation in India

	1800–1825
	5
	1,000,000

	1826–1850
	2
	500,000

	1851–1875
	6
	5,000,000

	1876–1900
	18
	15,000,000


Source: Adapted from Jabez Sunderland: The New Nationalist Movement in India, The Atlantic Monthly, October 1908. http://www.theatlantic.com/past/docs/issues/08oct/nationmo.htm. 
1. Identify the source and type of document.
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2. What is the message of the document? 
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3. Does this document corroborate (support) or contradict the others?  Why or why not?
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4. How might this document help you answer the focus question?
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Focus Question: Why did Indian nationalism begin to develop during the 19th and early 20th centuries?
Document 2: Economic Conditions in India, 1904
Many Indian nationalists wrote about economic conditions in India. The President of a nationalist group, the Indian National Congress, Romesh Dutt, wrote several books and articles describing the wide gap between the annual income in India and other British colonies. Dutt’s writings about India in the early 1900s raised awareness in Britain of widespread poverty in India. 
The economic gulf which separates India from other parts of the Empire has widened in the course of recent years. In Canada and other colonies, the income per [person] is 48 pounds per year. In Great Britain it is 42 pounds. In India it is officially estimated at 2 pounds per year. At the last meeting of the British Association, one of the greatest of British Economists, Sir Robert Giffin, pointed out that this was a “permanent and formidable difficulty in the British Empire, to which more thought must be given by our public men, the more the idea of Imperial Unity becomes a working force.” Imperial Unity cannot be built on the growing poverty and decadence of five-sixths of the population of the Empire. 

Romesh,l Dutt 

Source:  Romesh Dutt, India in the Victorian Age, London: Kegan Paul, Trench, Trubner and Co. 1904, p. vi.

1. Identify the source and type of document.
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2. What is the message of the document? 
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3. Does this document corroborate (support) or contradict the others?  Why or why not?
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4. How might this document help you answer the focus question?
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Focus Question: Why did Indian nationalism begin to develop during the 19th and early 20th centuries?
Document 3: Famine in India
The tragedy of mass starvation in India was publicized in the British press in the late 1800s. Images of famines appeared in British magazines and newspapers, showing how men, women, and children, both young and old, all suffered under British rule. 
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Caption: “The Famine in India: Natives Waiting for Relief at Bangalore”
Source: This image from http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Famine_in_India_Natives_Waiting_for_Relief_in_Bangalore.jpg is in the public domain because its copyright is expired.
1. Identify the source and type of document.
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2. What is the message of the document? 
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3. Does this document corroborate (support) or contradict the others?  Why or why not?
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4. How might this document help you answer the focus question?
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Focus Question: Why did Indian nationalism begin to develop during the 19th and early 20th centuries?
Document 4: Dining in India

British colonists in India lived comfortably. They often had servants and large homes. This color photograph from the late 1800s shows a British merchant and his wife enjoying the benefits of colonial life in India. 
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Caption: William-Henry Jackson, Colonial Dining, 1895, lantern slide
Source: This image from http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:William_Henry_Jackson-Colonial_dining.jpg is in the public domain because its copyright has expired.
1. Identify the source and type of document.


[image: image15]
2. What is the message of the document? 
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3. Does this document corroborate (support) or contradict the others?  Why or why not?
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4. How might this document help you answer the focus question?
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Document 3: Famine in India


Document 4: Dining in India
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1. Compare these images. What do they say about the way that Indians and Europeans lived in India?
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2. How do these images support the other documents?
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3. How might these images help explain the rise of Indian nationalism?
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Focus Question: Why did Indian nationalism begin to develop during the 19th and early 20th centuries?
Document 5: Mohandas Gandhi on Indian Home Rule (1909)
Mohandas Gandhi was the leader of the Indian Nationalist movement. His speeches, marches, and non-violent protests gained millions of followers in India. He devoted his life to the cause of protesting British rule over India. 
To them [British] I would respectfully say: "I admit you are my rulers. It is not necessary to debate the question whether you hold India by the sword or by my consent. I have no objection to your remaining in my country, but although you are the rulers; you will have to remain as servants of the people. It is not we who have to do as you wish, but it is you who have to do as we wish. You may keep the riches that you have drained away from this land, but you may not drain riches henceforth. Your function will be, if you so wish, to police India; you must abandon the idea of deriving any commercial benefit from us. We hold the civilization that you support to be the reverse of civilization. We consider our civilization to be far superior to yours…You must not do anything that is contrary to our religions. It is your duty as rulers that for the sake of the Hindus you should eschew beef, and for the sake of [Muslims] you should avoid bacon and ham… We are not expressing our sentiments either through base selfishness or fear, but because it is our duty now to speak out boldly. We consider your schools and courts to be useless. We want our own ancient schools and courts to be restored. The common language of India is not English but Hindi. You should, therefore, learn it. We can hold communication with you only in our national language. 

Mohandas Gandhi

Source: Mohandas Gandhi, Indian Home Rule, 1909. This passage from http://www.wsu.edu:8080/~wldciv/world_civ_reader/world_civ_reader_2/gandhi.html is in the public domain. 
1. Identify the source and type of document.
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2. What is the message of the document? 
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3. Does this document corroborate (support) or contradict the others?  Why or why not?
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4. How might this document help you answer the focus question?
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Focus Question: Why did Indian nationalism begin to develop during the 19th and early 20th centuries?
Document 6: Portions of an essay by Dadabhai Naoroji – the founder of the East India Association (one of the first organizations to advocate for self-rule in India) 

In the late 1800s, Indian nationalists began to assess the impact of British rule over their country. One of the first nationalists was Dadabhai Naoroji, who recognized both the benefits and detriments of British rule over India. Naoroji was also the first elected Indian member of the British Parliament in England.
The Benefits of British Rule for India:
In the Cause of Humanity: Abolition of suttee and infanticide. Destruction of Dacoits, Thugs, Pindarees, and other such pests of Indian society. Allowing remarriage of Hindu widows, and charitable aid in time of famine...

In the Cause of Civilization: Education, both male and female...Resuscitation of India's own noble literature, modified and refined by the enlightenment of the West.

Politically:...Freedom of speech and liberty of the press...Security of life and property. Freedom from oppression caused by the caprice or greed of despotic rulers, and from devastation by war. Equal justice between man and man... 

Materially: Loans for railways and irrigation. Development of a few valuable products, such as indigo, tea, coffee, silk, etc. Increase of exports. Telegraphs.

Generally:...I appreciate, and so do my countrymen, what England has done for India, and I know that it is only in British hands that her regeneration can be accomplished. Now for the debit side.

The Detriments of British Rule:
In the Cause of Humanity: Nothing. Everything, therefore, is in your favor under this heading.

In the Cause of Civilization: I put nothing to the debit. 

Politically: Repeated breach of pledges to give the natives a fair and reasonable share in the higher administration of their own country. 

Materially: The continuous impoverishment and exhaustion of the country… the material condition of India is such that the great mass of the poor have hardly… a few rags, or a scanty subsistence… loss of manufacturing industry and skill. 

Summary: To sum up the whole, the British rule has been: morally, a great blessing; politically, peace and order on one hand, blunders on the other; materially, impoverishment, relieved as far as the railway and other loans go. The natives call the British system "Sakar ki Churi," the knife of sugar. That is to say, there is no oppression, it is all smooth and sweet, but it is the knife, notwithstanding. Our great misfortune is that you do not know our wants. When you will know our real wishes, I have not the least doubt that you would do justice. The genius and spirit of the British people is fair play and justice.

Source: Adapted from Dadabhai Naoroji, Essays, Speeches, Addresses and Writings, (Bombay: Caxton Printing Works, 1887), pp. 131-136; http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/mod/1871britishrule.html. 
1. Identify the source and type of document.


[image: image28]
2. What is the message of the document? 
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3. Does this document corroborate (support) or contradict the others?  Why or why not?
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4. How might this document help you answer the focus question?
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Focus Question: Why did Indian nationalism begin to develop during the 19th and early 20th centuries?
Now, consider your responses to the questions as you viewed each of the documents about Indian nationalism.

· Identify the source and type of document.
· What is the message of the document? 
· Does this document corroborate (support) or contradict the others?  Why or why not?
· How might this document help you answer the focus question?
Answer the following question based on your review of documents 1 through 6.

Why did Indian nationalism begin to develop during the 19th and early 20th centuries?
· Think about the political, economic, and cultural issues in India.
· Analyze how these issues sparked (set off) the rise of Indian nationalism.
· Include details and examples to support your answer.
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