Unit 4: Nationalism, Industrialism, and Imperialism
Lesson C: European Division of the African Continent
Student Resource: Historical Investigation — Labor in Africa


Historical Investigation —Labor in Africa

[image: image1]Directions: In order to answer the focus question, you must first consider the source, purpose, and content of each historical document.  You must also consider how the content of each document corroborates (supports) or contradicts evidence found in other documents.  Examine all the documents then answer the questions that follow.  This will assist you in answering the focus question at the end of the investigation.
Focus Question: How did European colonialism in Africa affect native African workers? 
Document 1: Chapter 1, Article 6 of the General Act Treaty, Berlin Conference, 1885
This document was created as a result of the Berlin Conference. All European nations securing land in Africa as a result of the Berlin Conference signed this treaty and agreed to abide by it. 

All the Powers exercising sovereign rights or influence in the aforesaid territories bind themselves to watch over the preservation of the native tribes, and to care for the improvement of the conditions of their moral and material well-being, and to help in suppressing slavery, and especially the slave trade.
Source: http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/other/dfat/treaties/1920/17.html
1. Identify the source and type of document.
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2. What conclusions can you draw from this excerpt?
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3. Does this document corroborate (support) or contradict the others?  Why or why not?
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4. How might the information in this excerpt help you answer the focus question? 
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Focus Question: How did European colonialism in Africa affect native African workers? 
Document 2: Rubber Coils Cartoon, 1906 Punch Magazine 

This image shows King Leopold of Belgium as a snake. The King of Belgium personally owned and controlled the Congo and the rubber plantations there. 
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Source: This image from http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Punch_congo_rubber_cartoon.jpg is in the public domain because its copyright has expired.
1. Identify the source and type of document.
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2. What conclusions can you draw from this image?
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3. Does this document corroborate (support) or contradict the others?  Why or why not?
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4. How might these images help you answer the focus question?
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Focus Question: How did European colonialism in Africa affect native African workers? 
Document 3: Eyewitness Account by a Reverend in the Belgian Congo, 1895

It has reduced the people to a state of utter despair. Each town in the district is forced to bring a certain quantity [of rubber] to the headquarters of the [official] every Sunday. It is collected by force. The soldiers drive the people into the bush. If they will not go they are shot down, and their left hands cut off and taken as trophies to the commissaire [official]. The soldiers do not care who they shoot down, and they more often shoot poor helpless women and harmless children. These hands, the hands of men, women and children, are placed in rows before the commissaire, who counts them to see that the soldiers have not wasted the cartridges.
Source: http://edweb.tusd.k12.az.us/uhs/website/courses/WC/Milo%20Chpts/Ch%2010%20Feudal%20Age.htm

1. Identify the source and type of document.
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2. What conclusions can you draw from this excerpt?
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3. Does this document corroborate (support) or contradict the others?  Why or why not?

[image: image12]
4. How might this document help you answer the focus question?


[image: image13]
Focus Question: How did European colonialism in Africa affect native African workers? 
Document 4: Cameroon Children Weaving Cloth in German East Africa, 1918
This image was published in a British newspaper a few weeks prior to the end of World War I.
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Source: This image from http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Kamerun_children_weaving.jpg is in the public domain.
1. Identify the source and type of document.
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2. What conclusions can you draw from this excerpt? 
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3. Does this document corroborate (support) or contradict the others?  Why or why not?
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4. How might this document help you answer the focus question?
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Focus Question: How did European colonialism in Africa affect native African workers? 
Document 5: Recollection from a Worker in German East Africa (Tanzania), 1897
This is testimony from a laborer in German East Africa.

During the cultivation there was much suffering. We, the labor conscripts, stayed in the front line cultivating. Then behind us was an overseer whose work it was to whip us. Behind the overseer there was a jumbe, and every jumbe stood behind his fifty men…The overseer had a whip, and he was extremely cruel. His work was to whip the conscripts if they rose up or tried to rest… 
Source: “Records of the Maji-Maji Rebellion.” Printed in The Human Record Volume II: Sources of Global History, 2001. 
1. Identify the source and type of document.
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2. What conclusions can you draw from this excerpt? 
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3. Does this document corroborate (support) or contradict the others?  Why or why not?
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4. How might this document help you answer the focus question?
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Focus Question: How did European colonialism in Africa affect native African workers? 
Now, consider your responses to the questions as you viewed each document about how European colonialism affected workers in Africa. 

· Identify the source and type of document.
· What conclusions can you draw from each document, image, or data?

· Does this document corroborate (support) or contradict the others?  Why or why not?
· How might this document, image, or data help you answer the focus question?

Answer the following question based on your review of Documents 1 through 5.
How did European colonialism in Africa affect native African workers? 
· Think about how European colonialism impacted native African workers. 
· Include details and examples to support your answer.
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