Unit 4: Nationalism, Industrialism, & Imperialism
Lesson C: European Division of the African Continent
Student Resource: Scramble for Africa

Scramble For Africa

Directions: Examine the following map, graph, and chart and then discuss your answers with a partner. 
Image 1: European Colonialism in Africa, 1914
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Source: This image from http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Colonial_Africa_1914_map.png is licensed under the terms of the GNU License Agreement.
1. Which European countries appear to control most of Africa?
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2. Do you notice a pattern in how European countries appear to have “divided” up Africa? Explain.
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Image 2: Percentage of African Lands Controlled by Europeans, 1914
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Source: This graphic was created by S. Pugh based on information that is in the public domain.
3. Which European countries appear to control the most amount of land?
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4. Compare this circle graph to the map. Which geographic areas of Africa are controlled by the nations you identified in the question above?
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Image 3: Details of Selected Imperial Nations
	
	Belgium
	Germany
	Great Britain
	France

	Physical Size of Mother Country (in square miles)
	11,800
	210,000
	94,000
	212,600

	Physical Size of African Colonies

(in square miles)
	940,000
	1,100,000
	13,100,000
	4,300,000

	Population of Mother Country

(in square miles)
	8,300,000
	67,500,000
	45,500,100
	42,000,000

	Population of African Colonies

(in square miles)
	13,000,000
	13,000,000
	470,000,000
	65,000,000


Source: This chart was created by S. Pugh based on information from Source: Mary Evelyn Townsend (1941), European Colonial Expansion Since 1871. Chicago: J.P. Lippincott Company.
5. Which European country ruled the largest number of people? 
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6. Compare the relative sizes of the mother countries to their colonies. 
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7. Compare this chart to the previous graph and map. What information found in this chart supports the information found in the other images? What is different? 
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