Unit 4: Nationalism, Industrialism, and Imperialism
Lesson D: Western Trade Opens Chinese Doors
Student Resource: Historical Investigation — Efforts at Chinese Reform


Historical Investigation — Efforts at Chinese Reform

[image: image1]Directions: In order to answer the focus question, you must first consider the source, purpose, and content of each historical document.  You must also consider how the content of each document corroborates (supports) or contradicts evidence found in other documents.  Examine all the documents then answer the questions that follow.  This will assist you in answering the focus question at the end of the investigation.
Focus Question: How did the Qing Dynasty try to reform itself in the 19th century and what were the effects of these efforts? 
Document 1: Essay by Feng Guifen, 1860

This document was created by Feng Guifen in response to Chinese efforts to incorporate western knowledge in China. 

Books on mathematics, mechanics, optics, light, chemistry, and others all contain the ultimate principles of understanding things. Most of this information is unavailable to people in China. …I have heard that with their new methods the Westerners have found that the movements of the earth conform closely to those of the heavens. This can be of assistance in fixing the calendar. … I have heard that the Westerners’ method of clearing sand from harbors is very effective. … This can be of assistance to keep the water flowing. Also, for agricultural tools, and things required for the various crafts, they mostly use mechanical wheels, which require little energy but accomplish much. …

There are many intelligent people in China. Surely there are some who, having learned from the barbarians, can surpass them …

Source: http://www.historywiz.org/primarysources/adoptionofwesternlearning.htm. Originally from: J. Mason Gentzler, Changing China (New York, Praeger Publishers, 1977) pp. 70-71
1. Identify the source and type of document.

 SHAPE  \* MERGEFORMAT 



2. What conclusions can you draw from this excerpt?
 SHAPE  \* MERGEFORMAT 



3. Does this document corroborate (support) or contradict the others?  Why or why not?
 SHAPE  \* MERGEFORMAT 



4. How might the information in this excerpt help you answer the focus question? 
 SHAPE  \* MERGEFORMAT 



Focus Question: How did the Qing Dynasty try to reform itself in the 19th century and what were the effects of these efforts?
Document 2: Reform Edict of the Qing Government, 1901

This document was created by the Qing Government and issued to the people of China. 

We have now received Her Majesty’s decree to devote ourselves fully to China’s revitalization, to suppress vigorously the use of the terms new and old, and to blend together the best of what is Chinese and what is foreign. The root of China’s weakness lies in harmful habits too firmly entrenched, in rules and regulations too minutely drawn, in the overabundance of inept and mediocre officials and in the paucity of truly outstanding ones, in petty bureaucrats who hide behind the written word and in clerks and yamen runners who use the written word as talismans to acquire personal fortunes, in the mountains of correspondence between government offices that have no relationship to reality, and in the seniority system and associated practices that block the way of men of real talent.

Source: http://afe.easia.columbia.edu/ps/cup/qing_reform_edict_1901.pdf
1. Identify the source and type of document.

 SHAPE  \* MERGEFORMAT 



2. What conclusions can you draw from this excerpt?
 SHAPE  \* MERGEFORMAT 



3. Does this document corroborate (support) or contradict the others?  Why or why not?
 SHAPE  \* MERGEFORMAT 



4. How might these images help you answer the focus question?

 SHAPE  \* MERGEFORMAT 



Focus Question: How did the Qing Dynasty try to reform itself in the 19th century and what were the effects of these efforts?
Document 3: China’s Only Hope: An Appeal, 1900

This document was created by Chang Chih-tung in his book about the condition of China in 1900. 
The Conservatives fail to see the utility of modern military methods and the benefits of successful change, while the Progressionists, zealous without knowledge, look with contempt upon our widespread doctrines of Confucius. Thus those who cling to the order of things heartily despise those who even propose any innovation, and they in turn present condition of things is not due to outside nations, but to China herself. It has ever been true that the number of our able men has been proportioned to the good qualities of the government, and that morals are gauged by the conduct of the schools. In view of many facts, and with the hope of relieving our country from her present embarrassments…

Source: http://www.exeas.org/resources/pdf/opium-self-strength.pdf
1. Identify the source and type of document.

 SHAPE  \* MERGEFORMAT 



2. What conclusions can you draw from this excerpt?

 SHAPE  \* MERGEFORMAT 



3. Does this document corroborate (support) or contradict the others?  Why or why not?
 SHAPE  \* MERGEFORMAT 



4. How might this document help you answer the focus question?

 SHAPE  \* MERGEFORMAT 



Focus Question: How did the Qing Dynasty try to reform itself in the 19th century and what were the effects of these efforts?
Document 4: The Search for Modern China, 1990

This document was created by modern writer and historian Jonathan Spence. 
In the years between 1905 and 1911, as Qing edged toward constitutional reform and tried to strengthen their control over the New Army and the railways, dissent in China continued to grow. Having begun to taste the excitement of new opportunities, assemblymen, overseas students, women, merchants, urban workers, and troops in the New Army all pushed both local authorities and the central government to respond more forcefully to their calls for reform. The government’s failure to meet their varied demands

provoked ever sharper criticism in which new concepts of China as a nation––and of the socialism that might transform it––began to emerge.

Source: http://history.hkep.com/scripts/history/pub/data/pub_dbq_e.pdf
1. Identify the source and type of document.

 SHAPE  \* MERGEFORMAT 



2. What conclusions can you draw from this excerpt? 

 SHAPE  \* MERGEFORMAT 



3. Does this document corroborate (support) or contradict the others?  Why or why not?
 SHAPE  \* MERGEFORMAT 



4. How might this document help you answer the focus question?

 SHAPE  \* MERGEFORMAT 



Focus Question: How did the Qing Dynasty try to reform itself in the 19th century and what were the effects of these efforts?
Document 5: Statement by Emperor Pu Yi, 1912

This document was an official government proclamation by the Chinese Emperor in 1912. 
Today the people of the whole empire have their minds bent on a republic, the southern Provinces having begun the movement, and the northern generals having subsequently supported it. The will of providence is clear and the people's wishes are plain. How could I, for the glory and honor of one family, oppose the wishes of teeming millions? Wherefore I, with the Emperor, decide that the form of government in China shall be a Constitutional Republic.

Source: http://www.allempires.com/article/index.php?q=The_Qing_Empire
1. Identify the source and type of document.

 SHAPE  \* MERGEFORMAT 



2. What conclusions can you draw from this excerpt? 

 SHAPE  \* MERGEFORMAT 



3. Does this document corroborate (support) or contradict the others?  Why or why not?
 SHAPE  \* MERGEFORMAT 



4. How might this document help you answer the focus question?

 SHAPE  \* MERGEFORMAT 



Focus Question: How did the Qing Dynasty try to reform itself in the 19th century and what were the effects of these efforts?
Now, consider your responses to the questions as you viewed each document about how the Qing Dynasty tried to reform itself and the effects of these efforts. 

· Identify the source and type of document.
· What conclusions can you draw from each document, image, or data?

· Does this document corroborate (support) or contradict the others?  Why or why not?
· How might this document, image, or data help you answer the focus question?

Answer the following question based on your review of Documents 1 through 5.
How did the Qing Dynasty try to reform itself in the 19th century and what were the effects of these efforts?
· Think about the types of reforms that were enacted.
· Think about how effective these reforms were.  
· Include details and examples to support your answer.

 SHAPE  \* MERGEFORMAT 
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