Unit 5: Crisis and Change
Lesson C: The Revolution and Civil War in Russia
Student Resource: Causes and Events of the Russian Revolution and Civil War


Causes and Events of the Russian Revolution and Civil War
Directions: As you learn about the Russian Revolution, please respond to the following questions in complete sentences.
A. History of the Russian Empire

1. Czar Alexander II freed the serfs in 1861. What do you think was his primary motivation in doing this? Think about events that were occurring world-wide. 
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2. What was the impact of industrialization on the Russian Empire?
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B. Political, Social, and Economic Causes of the Russian Revolution

3. What was Russia’s political system before the revolution and what rights did it guarantee the people?
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4. Why did Russia not have a constitution or parliament? Whose interests did it serve not to have a parliament?
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5. What were the working conditions like for Russian serfs and other workers? 
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C. Events of the Russian Revolution

6. How did the government react to strikes and riots?
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7. What conditions did Russian soldiers face on the Eastern Front in World War I?
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8. The Czar was overthrown in March 1917. Identify and explain two events that led up to the Czar being forced to abdicate the throne.
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9. The Bolsheviks overthrew the provisional government in October/November 1917. Why was the provisional government overthrown?
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10. Who were the Bolsheviks, and who led them?
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11. How did the Bolsheviks gain support?
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D. Ideas and Leaders of the Russian Civil War and the Founding of the U.S.S.R.

12. The Bolsheviks and Anti-Bolsheviks engaged in Civil War, 1917-1923. Who aligned with each side?
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13. The Bolsheviks established the world’s first communist state, the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, in 1921. What did the Bolshevik leader, Vladimir Lenin, promise the Russian people?
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14. Did he deliver? And if so, how?
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