Unit 5: Crisis and Change
Lesson F: The Failure of Democracy and Return of War
Student Resource: Historical Interpretation —Causes of World War II

Document Set A

Historical Interpretation—Causes of World War II

Document Set A
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Directions: Analyze all the documents and then answer the questions that follow.  Prepare to share with other students how your assigned documents help answer the focus question for this investigation.  
Focus Question: What caused World War II?
Document 1: Map of Germany from 1933 – 1943




Source: This image from http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Nazi_Germany.svg is licensed under the terms of the GNU License Agreement.
1. Identify the source and type of document.
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2. What is the message of the document? 
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3. How might this document help you answer the focus question?
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Focus Question: What caused World War II?

Document 2: Chamberlain’s Address to the Cabinet, March 1938
In March of 1938, Germany annexed Austria, a violation of the Treaty of Versailles. Many people objected to this clear act of aggression and threat to peace. Britain did not help Austria but British Prime Minister Neville Chamberlain sent Germany a letter of protest. He made the following statement to his Cabinet, blaming both Germany and Austria. 
It is perfectly evident now that force is the only argument Germany understands and that "collective security" cannot offer any prospect of preventing such events until it can show a visible force of overwhelming strength backed by the determination to use it. ... Heaven knows I don't want to get back to alliances but if Germany continues to behave as she has done lately she may drive us to it.
Source: http://my.telegraph.co.uk/danielcpycock/danielpycock/20/what-should-be-the-verdict-of-history-regarding-neville-chamberlain-and-his-policy-of-appeasement/
1. Identify the source and type of document.
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2. What is the message of the document? 
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3. How does the historical context influence the message of the document?
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4. How might this document help you answer the focus question?
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Focus Question: What caused World War II?

Document 3: Peace in Our Time
After taking Austria, Hitler announced his plan to take over the Sudetenland, a section of Czechoslovakia that had once belonged to Germany.  On September 29, 1938, Germany, Britain, France, and Italy met to discuss Germany’s intentions.  Britain and France were anxious to avoid war.  In Munich, it was agreed that Germany would take Sudetenland with a promise not to pursue anymore territory in Europe.  The excerpt below is from a speech given by Prime Minister Chamberlain in defense of the Munich Agreement.  

All the elements were present on the spot for the outbreak of a conflict which might have precipitated the catastrophe. We had populations inflamed to a high degree; we had extremists on both sides ready to work up and provoke incidents; we had considerable quantities of arms which were by no means confined to regularly organized forces. Therefore, it was essential that we should quickly reach a conclusion . . . It is no longer an ultimatum, but is a method which is carried out largely under the supervision of an international body. Ever since I assumed my present office my main purpose has been to work for the pacification of Europe, for the removal of those suspicions and those animosities which have so long poisoned the air. The path which leads to appeasement is long and bristles with obstacles. The question of Czechoslovakia is the latest and perhaps the most dangerous. Now that we have got past it, I feel that it may be possible to make further progress along the road to sanity.

Source: In Search of Peace, by N. Chamberlain (1939, Kessinger Publishing, LLC, 2005)
1. Identify the source and type of document.
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2. What is the message of the document? 
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3. How does the historical context influence the message of the document?
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4. How might this document help you answer the focus question?
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Focus Question: What caused World War II?

Document 4: Churchill Speaks to the House of Commons

In general, the British public initially supported Chamberlain’s agreement with Hitler in Munich, believing that it prevented war.  Politician Winston Churchill was a critic of the Munich Agreement.  He made this speech to the House of Commons criticizing Chamberlain’s appeasement of Hitler.  Churchill became Prime Minister of Britain in 1940 when Chamberlain resigned.

We have suffered a total and unmitigated defeat...you will find that in a period of time which may be measured by years, but may be measured by months, Czechoslovakia will be engulfed in the Nazi régime. We are in the presence of a disaster of the first magnitude...we have sustained a defeat without a war, the consequences of which will travel far with us along our road...we have passed an awful milestone in our history, when the whole equilibrium of Europe has been deranged, and that the terrible words have for the time being been pronounced against the Western democracies: "Thou art weighed in the balance and found wanting". And do not suppose that this is the end. This is only the beginning of the reckoning. This is only the first sip, the first foretaste of a bitter cup which will be proffered to us year by year unless by a supreme recovery of moral health and martial vigour, we arise again and take our stand for freedom as in the olden time.

Source: http://www.winstonchurchill.org/learn/speeches/speeches-of-winston-churchill/101-the-munich-agreement
1. Identify the source and type of document.
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2. What is the message of the document? 
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3. How does the historical context influence the message of the document?
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4. How might this document help you answer the focus question?
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Focus Question: What caused World War II?

Now, consider your responses to the questions as you viewed each of the documents about appeasement and/or expansionism.  Prepare to share your initial answer to the following question based on your review of documents 1 through 4.  Include evidence from the documents to support your response.

What caused World War II?
· Think about the role of the Treaty of Versailles and expansionism.

· Think about the role and effectiveness of appeasement.

· Think about the effectiveness of the League of Nations.

· Think about which cause(s) were most important in causing the war.
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