Unit 5: Crisis and Change
Lesson F: The Failure of Democracy and Return of War
Student Resource: Historical Interpretation —Causes of World War II

Document Set D

Historical Interpretation—Causes of World War II

Document Set D

[image: image1]Directions: Analyze all the documents and then answer the questions that follow.  Prepare to share with other students how your assigned documents help answer the focus question for this investigation.  
Focus Question: What caused World War II?

Document 1: Mussolini Proclaims the Italian Empire

The Kingdom of Italy fought a war with the Ethiopian Empire from 1935-1936, which ended with the military occupation of Ethiopia.  Benito Mussolini announced this victory, saying:
During the thirty centuries of our history, Italy has known many solemn and memorable moments – this is unquestionably one of the most solemn, the most memorable. People of Italy, people of the world, peace had been restored.
Four days later, Mussolini also proclaimed:
At last Italy has her empire…The Italian people have created an empire with their blood.  They will fertilize it with their work. They will defend it against anyone with their weapons.  Will you be worthy of it?
Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Second_Italo-Abyssinian_War 
1. Identify the source and type of document.
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2. What is the message of the document? 
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3. How does the historical context influence the message of the document?
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4. How might this document help you answer the focus question?
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Focus Question: What caused World War II?

Document 2: Telegram from Leader of Ethiopia
Ethiopia’s Emperor, Haile Selassie, sent the telegram below to the League of Nations during his journey to England after the start of Italy’s occupation of Ethiopia.
We have decided to bring to an end the most unequal, most unjust, most barbarous war of our age, and have chosen the road to exile in order that our people will not be exterminated and in order to consecrate ourselves wholly and in peace to the preservation of our empire's independence... we now demand that the League of Nations should continue its efforts to secure respect for the covenant, and that it should decide not to recognize territorial extensions, or the exercise of an assumed sovereignty, resulting from the illegal recourse to armed force and to numerous other violations of international agreements.

Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Second_Italo-Abyssinian_War 
1. Identify the source and type of document.
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2. What is the message of the document? 
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3. How does the historical context influence the message of the document?
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4. How might this document help you answer the focus question?
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Focus Question: What caused World War II?
Document 3: Selassie Addressed the League of Nations, June 30, 1936
Both Italy and Ethiopia were members of the League of Nations and Italy’s occupation of Ethiopia was a violation of Article X of the League of Nations.  Ethiopia’s Emperor, Haile Selassie, made a speech at the League of Nations denouncing Italy’s actions and criticizing world governments for allowing it to happen without taking action.  By July 15, 1936, the League of Nations ended the sanctions imposed against Italy in 1935.  In Selassie’s June 30, 1936 speech, he warned that: 
…It is us today.  It will be you tomorrow.

Source:  http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Second_Italo-Abyssinian_War
1. Identify the source and type of document.
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2. What is the message of the document? 
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3. How does the historical context influence the message of the document?
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4. How might this document help you answer the focus question?
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Focus Question: What caused World War II?

Document 4: Roman Catholic Leaders Responded to the Conquest of Ethiopia
The reaction of Roman Catholics to the Italian conquest of Ethiopia was mixed. In his book, The Vatican in the Age of Dictators, written in 1975, Anthony Rhodes wrote:

In his Pastoral Letter of the 19th October [1935], the Bishop of Udine [Italy] wrote, ‘It is neither timely nor fitting for us to pronounce on the rights and wrongs of the case. Our duty as Italians, and still more as Christians is to contribute to the success of our arms.’ The Bishop of Padua wrote on the 21st October, ‘In the difficult hours through which we are passing, we ask you to have faith in our statesmen and armed forces.’ On the 24th October, the Bishop of Cremona consecrated a number of regimental flags and said: ‘The blessing of God be upon these soldiers who, on African soil, will conquer new and fertile lands for the Italian genius, thereby bringing to them Roman and Christian culture. May Italy stand once again as the Christian mentor to the whole world.’

Source:  Rhodes, Anthony.  The Vatican in the Age of Dictators 1922-1945, Holt, Rinehart and Winston. 
1. Identify the source and type of document.
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2. What is the message of the document? 
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3. How does the historical context influence the message of the document?
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4. How might this document help you answer the focus question?
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Focus Question: What caused World War II?

Document 5: Mussolini and the Roman Catholic Church

The Pope is the supreme leader of the Roman Catholic Church. Pope Pius XI was critical of totalitarianism and of Mussolini’s actions, including those taken in Ethiopia. Mussolini was anti-clerical and once said to his cabinet:

The papacy was a malignant tumor in the body of Italy and must 'be rooted out once and for all', because there was no room in Rome for both the Pope and himself.
Source:  http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Second_Italo-Abyssinian_War#cite_ref-Barker-159_52-3
1. Identify the source and type of document.
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2. What is the message of the document? 
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3. How does the historical context influence the message of the document?
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4. How might this document help you answer the focus question?
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Focus Question: What caused World War II?

Now, consider your responses to the questions as you viewed each of the documents about appeasement and/or expansionism.  Prepare to share your initial answer to the following question based on your review of documents 1 through 5.  Include evidence from the documents to support your response.

What caused World War II?
· Think about the role of the Treaty of Versailles and expansionism.

· Think about the role and effectiveness of appeasement.

· Think about the effectiveness of the League of Nations.

· Think about which cause(s) were most important in causing the war.
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