Unit 5: Crisis and Change
Lesson F: The Failure of Democracy and Return of War
Student Resource: Historical Interpretation —Causes of World War II

Document Set E

Historical Interpretation—Causes of World War II

Document Set E

[image: image1]Directions: Analyze all the documents and then answer the questions that follow.  Prepare to share with other students how your assigned documents help answer the focus question for this investigation.  
Focus Question: What caused World War II?

Document 1: Mein Kampf, 1925
Adolf Hitler wrote Mein Kampf, in 1925, eight years before becoming Chancellor of Germany.  
…[W]ithout consideration of "traditions" and prejudices, it [Germany] must find the courage to gather our people and their strength for an advance along the road that will lead this people from its present restricted living space to new land and soil, and hence also free it from the danger of vanishing from the earth or of serving others as a slave nation…
…One blood demands one Reich. Never will the German nation have the moral right to enter into colonial politics until, at least, it includes its own sons within a single state.... Oppressed territories are led back to the bosom of a common Reich, not by flaming protests, but by a mighty sword…
Source: Adolf Hitler, Mein Kampf, 1925. (Adapted) 
1. Identify the source and type of document.
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2. What is the message of the document? 
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3. How does the historical context influence the message of the document?
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4. How might this document help you answer the focus question?
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Focus Question: What caused World War II?

Document 2: Hitler’s Speech about the Sudetenland, September 12, 1938

The Sudetenland was a section of Czechoslovakia that had once belonged to Germany.  There were many Germans living there.  A border incident raised tensions across Europe in 1938.  Two German men tried to cross into Czechoslovakia without stopping for border checks and were killed by Czechoslovakian guards.  There were rumors that troops would be sent to the border from both Germany and Czechoslovakia.  It was also believed that France, who would be joined by Britain, would also intervene.  The excerpt below is from a speech made by Hitler on September 12, 1938.  World leaders listened carefully to this speech in hopes that he would reveal his intentions for acquiring territory for Germany and to determine if a war was likely.

The condition of the Sudeten Germans is indescribable. It is sought to annihilate them. As human beings they are oppressed and scandalously treated in an intolerable fashion ... The depriving of these people of their rights must come to an end. ... I have stated that the Reich would not tolerate any further oppression of these three and a half million Germans, and I would ask the statesmen of foreign countries to be convinced that this is no mere form of words.
Source:  http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Neville_Chamberlain
1. Identify the source and type of document.
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2. What is the message of the document? 
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3. How does the historical context influence the message of the document?
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4. How might this document help you answer the focus question?
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Focus Question: What caused World War II?

Document 3: Hitler Addresses His Generals, August 22, 1939
On September 29, 1938, Germany, Britain, France, and Italy met to discuss Germany’s intention to take over the Sudetenland area of Czechoslovakia. Britain and France were anxious to avoid war.  In Munich, it was agreed that Germany would take Sudetenland with a promise not to pursue anymore territory in Europe. One week before Germany invaded Poland, Hitler said to his generals: 

…The enemy did not expect my great determination. Our enemies are little worms, I saw them at Munich. ... Now Poland is in the position I wanted…I am only afraid that some bastard will present me with a mediation plan at the last moment…
Source:  http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Munich_Agreement
1. Identify the source and type of document.
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2. What is the message of the document? 
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3. How does the historical context influence the message of the document?
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4. How might this document help you answer the focus question?
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Focus Question: What caused World War II?

Document 4: Nazi-Soviet Non-Aggression Pact, August 1939

Stalin was negotiating with France and Britain to create an agreement to hold back Nazi Germany at the same time he was negotiating with Germany to create this pact.  Ultimately he chose to make this pact with Germany in hopes of keeping the peace between the two nations, at least until the Soviet military could be strengthened.  Hitler agreed to this pact to allow for a German invasion of Poland without Soviet interference.

The Government of the German Reich and The Government of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics desirous of strengthening the cause of peace between Germany and the U.S.S.R., and proceeding from the fundamental provisions of the Neutrality Agreement concluded in April, 1926 between Germany and the U.S.S.R., have reached the following Agreement:

Article I. Both High Contracting Parties obligate themselves to desist from any act of violence, any aggressive action, and any attack on each other, either individually or jointly with other Powers. 

Article II. Should one of the High Contracting Parties become the object of belligerent action by a third Power, the other High Contracting Party shall in no manner lend its support to this third Power. 

Article V. Should disputes or conflicts arise between the High Contracting Parties over problems of one kind or another, both parties shall settle these disputes or conflicts exclusively through friendly exchange of opinion or, if necessary, through the establishment of arbitration commissions. 

Article VI. The present Treaty is concluded for a period of ten years, with the proviso that, in so far as one of the High Contracting Parties does not advance it one year prior to the expiration of this period, the validity of this Treaty shall automatically be extended for another five years. 

 [The section below was not published at the time the above was announced.] 

Secret Additional Protocol. 

Article I. In the event of a territorial and political rearrangement in the areas belonging to the Baltic States (Finland, Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania), the northern boundary of Lithuania shall represent the boundary of the spheres of influence of Germany and U.S.S.R. In this connection the interest of Lithuania in the Vilna area is recognized by each party. 

Article II. In the event of a territorial and political rearrangement of the areas belonging to the Polish state, the spheres of influence of Germany and the U.S.S.R. shall be bounded approximately by the line of the rivers Narev, Vistula and San. 

The question of whether the interests of both parties make desirable the maintenance of an independent Polish States and how such a state should be bounded can only be definitely determined in the course of further political developments. 

In any event both Governments will resolve this question by means of a friendly agreement. 

Article III. With regard to Southeastern Europe attention is called by the Soviet side to its interest in Bessarabia. The German side declares its complete political disinteredness in these areas. 

Article IV. This protocol shall be treated by both parties as strictly secret. 

Moscow, August 23, 1939. 

For the Government of the German Reich v. Ribbentrop 

Plenipotentiary of the Government of the U.S.S.R. V. Molotov 

Source: Internet Modern History Sourcebook http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/mod/1939pact.html
1. Identify the source and type of document.
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2. What is the message of the document? 
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3. How does the historical context influence the message of the document?
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4. How might this document help you answer the focus question?
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Focus Question: What caused World War II?

Now, consider your responses to the questions as you viewed each of the documents about appeasement and/or expansionism.  Prepare to share your initial answer to the following question based on your review of documents 1 through 4.  Include evidence from the documents to support your response.

What caused World War II?
· Think about the role of the Treaty of Versailles and expansionism.

· Think about the role and effectiveness of appeasement.

· Think about the effectiveness of the League of Nations.

· Think about which cause(s) were most important in causing the war.
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