Unit 5: Crisis and Change
Lesson F: The Failure of Democracy and Return of War
Student Resource: Historical Interpretation —Causes of World War II

Document Set F

Historical Interpretation—Causes of World War II

Document Set F
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Directions: Analyze all the documents and then answer the questions that follow.  Prepare to share with other students how your assigned documents help answer the focus question for this investigation.  
Focus Question: What caused World War II?

Document 1: Map of Germany from 1933 - 1943




Source: This image from http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Nazi_Germany.svg is licensed under the terms of the GNU License Agreement.
1. Identify the source and type of document.


[image: image1]
2. What is the message of the document? 

[image: image2]
3. How might this document help you answer the focus question?
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Focus Question: What caused World War II?

Document 2: Map of Japanese Expansion 1870-1942
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Source: This image from http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Japanese_Empire2.png is licensed under the terms of the GNU License Agreement.
1. Identify the source and type of document.


[image: image5]
2. What is the message of the document? 
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3. How might this document help you answer the focus question?
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Focus Question: What caused World War II?

Document 3: Russia and the West Under Lenin and Stalin

The Sudetenland was a section of Czechoslovakia that had once belonged to Germany.  On September 29, 1938, Germany, Britain, France, and Italy met to discuss Germany’s intention to take over the Sudetenland area of Czechoslovakia.  Britain and France were anxious to avoid war.  In Munich, it was agreed that Germany would take Sudetenland with a promise not to pursue anymore territory in Europe.  George F. Kennan was the director of the Policy Planning Staff of the State Department from 1949.  He wrote the following about the Munich Agreement in his 1960 book Russia and the West Under Lenin and Stalin.  
Throughout that summer of 1938, the Nazi buildup against Czechoslovakia proceeded apace; and in September there occurred the celebrated Munich crisis which rocked Europe to its foundations. With the details of this crisis—Chamberlain's meeting with Hitler at Bad Godesberg, his later dramatic flight to Munich, his concession that Hitler should have the Sudeten areas of Czechoslovakia, the Czech capitulation, the fall and flight of the Czech government, the occupation by the Germans of a large part of Bohemia and Moravia, and the reduction of what was left of the Czechoslovak Republic to the condition of a defenseless dependency of Germany—with all this, we are familiar. European history knows no more tragic day than that of Munich. I remember it well; for I was in Prague at the time, and I shall never forget the sight of the people weeping in the streets as the news of what had occurred came in over the loud-speakers. 

The Munich agreement was a tragically misconceived and desperate act of appeasement at the cost of the Czechoslovak state, performed by Chamberlain and the French premier, Daladier, in the vain hope that it would satisfy Hitler's stormy ambition, and thus secure for Europe a peaceful future. We know today that it was unnecessary—unnecessary because the Czech defenses were very strong, and had the Czechs decided to fight they could have put up considerable resistance; even more unnecessary because the German generals, conscious of Germany's relative weakness at that moment, were actually prepared to attempt the removal of Hitler then and there, had he persisted in driving things to the point of war. It was the fact that the Western powers and the Czechoslovak government did yield at the last moment, and that Hitler once again achieved a bloodless triumph, which deprived the generals of any excuse for such a move. One sees again, as so often in the record of history, that it sometimes pays to stand up manfully to one's problems, even when no certain victory is in sight.
Source:  http://www.americanforeignrelations.com/E-N/The-Munich-Analogy-An-american-diplomat-remembers.html
1. Identify the source and type of document.
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2. What is the message of the document? 
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3. How does the historical context influence the message of the document?
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4. How might this document help you answer the focus question?


[image: image11]
Focus Question: What caused World War II?

Document 4: Nazi-Soviet Non-Aggression Pact, August 1939

Stalin was negotiating with France and Britain to create an agreement to hold back Nazi Germany at the same time he was negotiating with Germany to create this pact.  Ultimately he chose to make this pact with Germany in hopes of keeping the peace between the two nations, at least until the Soviet military could be strengthened.  Hitler agreed to this pact to allow for a German invasion of Poland without Soviet interference.
The Government of the German Reich and The Government of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics desirous of strengthening the cause of peace between Germany and the U.S.S.R., and proceeding from the fundamental provisions of the Neutrality Agreement concluded in April, 1926 between Germany and the U.S.S.R., have reached the following Agreement:

Article I. Both High Contracting Parties obligate themselves to desist from any act of violence, any aggressive action, and any attack on each other, either individually or jointly with other Powers. 

Article II. Should one of the High Contracting Parties become the object of belligerent action by a third Power, the other High Contracting Party shall in no manner lend its support to this third Power. 

Article V. Should disputes or conflicts arise between the High Contracting Parties over problems of one kind or another, both parties shall settle these disputes or conflicts exclusively through friendly exchange of opinion or, if necessary, through the establishment of arbitration commissions. 

Article VI. The present Treaty is concluded for a period of ten years, with the proviso that, in so far as one of the High Contracting Parties does not advance it one year prior to the expiration of this period, the validity of this Treaty shall automatically be extended for another five years. 

 [The section below was not published at the time the above was announced.] 

Secret Additional Protocol. 

Article I. In the event of a territorial and political rearrangement in the areas belonging to the Baltic States (Finland, Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania), the northern boundary of Lithuania shall represent the boundary of the spheres of influence of Germany and U.S.S.R. In this connection the interest of Lithuania in the Vilna area is recognized by each party. 

Article II. In the event of a territorial and political rearrangement of the areas belonging to the Polish state, the spheres of influence of Germany and the U.S.S.R. shall be bounded approximately by the line of the rivers Narev, Vistula and San. 

The question of whether the interests of both parties make desirable the maintenance of an independent Polish States and how such a state should be bounded can only be definitely determined in the course of further political developments. 

In any event both Governments will resolve this question by means of a friendly agreement. 

Article III. With regard to Southeastern Europe attention is called by the Soviet side to its interest in Bessarabia. The German side declares its complete political disinteredness in these areas. 

Article IV. This protocol shall be treated by both parties as strictly secret. 

Moscow, August 23, 1939. 

For the Government of the German Reich v. Ribbentrop 

Plenipotentiary of the Government of the U.S.S.R. V. Molotov 

Source: Internet Modern History Sourcebook http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/mod/1939pact.html
1. Identify the source and type of document.
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2. What is the message of the document? 
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3. How does the historical context influence the message of the document?
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4. How might this document help you answer the focus question?
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Focus Question: What caused World War II?
Now, consider your responses to the questions as you viewed each of the documents about appeasement and/or expansionism.  Prepare to share your initial answer to the following question based on your review of documents 1 through 4.  Include evidence from the documents to support your response.

What caused World War II?
· Think about the role of the Treaty of Versailles and expansionism.

· Think about the role and effectiveness of appeasement.

· Think about the effectiveness of the League of Nations.

· Think about which cause(s) were most important in causing the war.
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