Unit 5: Crisis and Change
Lesson F: The Failure of Democracy and Return of War
Student Resource: Writing the Historical Interpretation


Writing the Historical Interpretation


You have analyzed timelines, readings, map, primary sources, and secondary sources to learn about the events and issues leading up to World War II. Like a historian, you will now consider all of the evidence, draw your own conclusions about the most important causes of the war, and support your interpretation with evidence from primary and secondary sources. In this last step, you will write a historical interpretation that explains the causes of World War II. Your interpretation will answer the question:

What caused World War II?
· Think about the role of the Treaty of Versailles and expansionism.

· Think about the role and effectiveness of appeasement.

· Think about the effectiveness of the League of Nations.

· Think about which cause(s) were most important in causing the war.

A historical interpretation includes claims and judgments about what happened in the past based on evidence. You must consider the relationship between the causes and make a judgment about why the war began. Most historians will mention the Treaty of Versailles, expansionism, appeasement, and the League of Nations when they write about the causes of World War II. However, many argue about which cause or causes is/are most important. Some historians focus in on one cause as absolutely necessary to causing an event; others focus on relationships between causes. For example, “although the harsh reparations of the Treaty of Versailles brought about expansionism, it was the failed policy of appeasement in reaction to the expansionism that caused the war.”

Your historical interpretation must be written as a multi-paragraph essay and include the following elements:

	Thesis Statement
	Write a thesis statement that answers the question. The thesis should include a claim and/or judgment about what happened and why. In this interpretation, it must demonstrate what you believe are the relationships between possible causes and include a judgment about why the war began. Your thesis statement controls your entire interpretation essay. Everything else you write must prove your thesis statement correct.

	Context
	Include a statement about what was going on in the world at the time of the event you are writing about to set the context. Some questions to consider include: Did a major war occur recently? Was there a period of economic growth or decline? Did a type of political system or ideology become more important during this time? Were some nations dominant over others? aHad

	2-3 Supporting Arguments with Evidence
	Consider all of the evidence you have to support your thesis statement. Likely, the evidence can be categorized into 2-3 supporting arguments. Use a new paragraph to introduce each supporting argument. Each argument must then be supported with both factual information and evidence from primary and secondary source documents. Consider the timelines and background reading for factual information and the document sets for primary and secondary source evidence. Use specific quotes and names to demonstrate you understand the evidence and to prove your points.


	Counter Argument 
	Any good argument also explains why other arguments are not correct. Think about an interpretation that is different from yours and then refute it. For example, if you think appeasement is the most important cause of the war, explain why expansionism is not the most important cause. You must use factual information and evidence from primary and secondary sources to support this argument as well.

	Conclusion
	Summarize your thesis statement, supporting arguments, and types of evidence used to make one last case for your interpretation.


A chart has been provided on the next page to help you organize and plan your interpretation.

	Thesis:

Context:



	
	Factual Evidence


	Evidence from Primary and Secondary Sources
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