U5: Crisis and Change

Lesson G: Theaters and Consequences of World War II 

Student Resource: Historical Investigation — Genocide


Historical Investigation — Genocide
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Directions: In order to answer the focus question, you must first consider the source, purpose, and content of each historical document.  You must also consider how the content of each document corroborates (strengthens) or contradicts evidence found in other documents.  Examine all the documents and then answer the questions that follow.  This will assist you in answering the focus question at the end of the investigation.
The U.N. adopted The Universal Declaration of Human Rights in 1948. This document was intended to be a guide and standard for all member nations. Prior to this, of course, was World War II. Among the many casualties of World War II were victims of racially and ideologically motivated torture, ethnic cleansing, or genocide. Before you begin your historical investigation, read the United Nations’ definition of genocide and examine the map of countries that have approved the United Nations Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide (CPPCG). Then, begin your Historical Investigation – Genocide. 
United Nations Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide (CPPCG)

The United Nations, an international organization whose main purpose is to maintain peace and security, defines genocide as follows. The definition is internationally accepted. 

...any of the following acts committed with intent to destroy, in whole or in part, a national, ethnical, racial or religious group, such as:

(a) Killing members of the group;

(b) Causing serious bodily or mental harm to members of the group;

(c) Deliberately inflicting on the group conditions of life calculated to bring about its physical destruction in whole or in part;

(d) Imposing measures intended to prevent births within the group;

(e) Forcibly transferring children of the group to another group.

– Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide, Article 2
Article 3 define the crimes that can be punished under the convention:

(a) Genocide;
(b) Conspiracy to commit genocide;
(c) Direct and public incitement to commit genocide;
(d) Attempt to commit genocide
(e) Complicity in genocide.

– Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide, Article 3

Caption: UN Definition of Genocide

Source: This excerpt from http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Genocide is in the public domain.
Genocide Convention Participation by Nation
The convention was passed to outlaw actions similar to the Holocaust by Nazi Germany during World War II. The map shows the countries that have signed and ratified the international agreement to prevent and punish actions of genocide. As of 2008, 140 countries have ratified the treaty.
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Caption: The current list of countries that agree to the United Nations definition of genocide

Source: This image from http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Genocide_Convention_Participation.svg is licensed under the terms of the GNU License Agreement.

Focus Question: What factors may have influenced nations’ decisions to agree to the Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide?
Document 1: Map of Holocaust in Europe during World War II, 1939-1945
The Holocaust was a program of deliberate extermination. Many people were deemed “unworthy of life” by the Nazis, including 6 million Jews, 2 million ethnic Poles, and 4 million others. These others included Romani (Gypsies), prisoners of war (mostly communists and Soviets), homosexuals, the disabled and mentally ill, Freemasons, and Jehovah’s Witnesses. Serbs were also targeted. More than 11 million civilians died directly or indirectly from Nazi ideological policies. 
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Caption: Map of the Holocaust in Europe during World War II, 1939-1945.
Source: This image from http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:WW2-Holocaust-Europe-2007Borders.png is licensed with Creative Commons Attribution. Attribution: Dennis Nilsson.
1. Identify the source and type of document.
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2. What is the message of this document? 
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3. Does this document corroborate (support) or contradict the others?  Why or why not?
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4. How might this document help you answer the focus question?
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Focus Question: What factors may have influenced nations’ decisions to agree to the Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide?
Document 2: Mass Deportation to Death Camps during World War II, 1939-1945
The Holocaust was a program of deliberate extermination. Many people deemed “unworthy of life” by the Nazis, including Jews, ethnic Poles, Romani (Gypsies), prisoners of war (mostly communists and Soviets), homosexuals, the disabled and mentally ill, Freemasons, Jehovah’s Witnesses and Serbs were exterminated in large numbers in death camps. 
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Caption: Map of mass deportation to Death Camps in Europe during World War II, 1939-1945.
Source: This image from http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Massdeportations.gif is licensed under the terms of the GNU License Agreement.
1. Identify the source and type of document.
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2. What is the message of this document? 


[image: image9]
3. Does this document corroborate (support) or contradict the others?  Why or why not?
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4. How might this document help you answer the focus question?
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Focus Question: What factors may have influenced nations’ decisions to agree to the Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide?
Document 3: Nuremberg Trials
Beginning in the winter of 1942, the governments of the Allied powers announced their determination to punish Nazi war criminals.
On December 17, 1942, the leaders of the United States, Great Britain, and the Soviet Union issued the first joint declaration officially noting the mass murder of European Jews and resolving to prosecute those responsible for violence against civilian populations. Though some political leaders advocated summary executions instead of trials, eventually the Allies decided to hold an International Military Tribunal. In the words of Cordell Hull, “a condemnation after such a proceeding will meet the judgment of history, so that the Germans will not be able to claim that an admission of war guilt was extracted from them under duress.”
 The trials of leading German officials before the International Military Tribunal (IMT), the best known of the postwar war crimes trials, formally opened in Nuremberg, Germany, on November 20, 1945, only six and a half months after Germany surrendered. Each of the four Allied nations -- the United States, Great Britain, the Soviet Union, and France -- supplied a judge and a prosecution team.
Twenty-four defendants were selected to represent a cross-section of Nazi diplomatic, economic, political, and military leadership. Adolf Hitler, Heinrich Himmler, and Joseph Goebbels never stood trial, having committed suicide before the end of the war. . .

The IMT indicted the defendants on charges of crimes against peace, war crimes, and crimes against humanity. The IMT defined crimes against humanity as "murder, extermination, enslavement, deportation ... or persecutions on political, racial, or religious grounds." . . . The defendants were entitled to a legal counsel of their own choosing. . . 
. . .The judges delivered their verdict on October 1, 1946. Three of four judges were needed for conviction. Twelve defendants were sentenced to death, among them Joachim von Ribbentrop, Hans Frank, Alfred Rosenberg, and Julius Streicher. They were hanged and then cremated in Dachau. Their ashes were dropped in the Isar River. Herman Goering escaped the hangman's noose by committing suicide the night before. The IMT sentenced three defendants to life imprisonment and four to prison terms ranging from 10 to 20 years. It acquitted three of the defendants.

The IMT trial at Nuremberg was just one of the earliest and most famous of several subsequent war crimes trials.

Many war criminals, however, were never brought to trial or punished.
Caption: United States Holocaust Memorial Museum, The Nuremberg Trials, Introduction
Source: This excerpt from http://www.ushmm.org/wlc/en/article.php?ModuleId=10007069 is in the public domain.
1. Identify the source and type of document.
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2. What is the message of this document? 
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3. Does this document corroborate (support) or contradict the others?  Why or why not?
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4. How might this document help you answer the focus question?
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Focus Question: What factors may have influenced nations’ decisions to agree to the Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide?
Document 4: Ebensee Concentration Camp
The concentration camp was established to build tunnels for storing weapons near the town of Ebensee, Austria. Due to inhumane working conditions, this camp had one of the worst death rates for its prisoners.
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Caption: Inmates of Ebensee concentration camp after their liberation by American troops on May 6, 1945

Source: This image from http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Ebensee_concentration_camp_prisoners_1945.jpg is in the public domain.
1. Identify the source and type of document.
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2. What is the message of this document? 
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3. Does this document corroborate (support) or contradict the others?  Why or why not?
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4. How might this document help you answer the focus question?
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Focus Question: What factors may have influenced nations’ decisions to agree to the Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide?
Document 5: Manifesto of Race
The Manifesto of Race was a set of laws in Fascist Italy enacted in 1938. The laws were anti-Semitic in nature and stripped the Jews of many rights. Italy and Germany were allies, and many believed that these laws showed the influence of Hitler.
Although the Fascists avoided violence against the Jews, they shared the Nazis’ aim: to rid the country completely of Jews and Jewish influence. At one stroke, the 1938 laws excluded ‘non-Aryans’ from the armed forces, the public sector, journalism, and education, and expelled them from the Fascist party. They could no longer own larger buildings, parcels of land or businesses, or receive defence contracts. The laws extended into domestic life: the ban on mixed marriages apart, ‘non-Aryans’ were forbidden to employ ‘Aryan’ servants or act as guardians to ‘Aryan’ children, and baptised children could be taken away from parents ruled to be ‘non-Aryan’. Later legislation banned ‘non-Aryans’ from the free professions and imposed prohibitions on such things as owning a radio, visiting popular vacation spots, and entering some public buildings. ‘Non-Aryans’ also could not publish books, place advertisements in newspapers, give public lectures, or even list their names in the telephone directory.
Such harassments were intended to encourage Jews to emigrate, meanwhile Jewish immigration was stopped. Eventually, Jews could not obtain even transit visas through Italy. Foreign Jews (with certain exceptions) were given four months to leave the country or be expelled. Jews naturalized after 1918 were stripped of their citizenship, and even Italian-born Jews were presented with strong economic incentives to go. Nevertheless, only 6,000 of Italy’s 46,500 Jews did so. Most foreign Jews were from German-controlled areas and could not go home. Native Jews were strongly attached to their country, and all Jews faced anti-immigrant attitudes. When Italy entered the war in June 1940, emigration became practically impossible, and was abandoned in favor of internment.

The Jews in Fascist Italy

The Gianfranco Moscati Collection
Caption: Manifesto of Race

Source: This excerpt from the Imperial War Museum’s website http://www.iwm.org.uk/server/show/ nav.22813 © Imperial War Museum 2009 and is a copyright of the Imperial War Museum. Material may be reproduced free of charge in any format or medium for research, private study or for internal circulation within an educational organisation (such as schools, colleges and universities). 
1. Identify the source and type of document.
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2. What is the message of this document? 
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3. Does this document corroborate (support) or contradict the others?  Why or why not?
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4. How might this document help you answer the focus question?
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Focus Question: What factors may have influenced nations’ decisions to agree to the Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide?
Document 6: Map of World War II Japanese American Internment Camps
President Franklin Roosevelt authorized the internment of Japanese American with Executive Order 9066 in 1942.  Approximately 110,000 Japanese Americans were relocated and placed in “War Relocation Camps” after Japan attacked Pearl Harbor. 
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Caption: Japanese American internment Camps in the United States during World War II Source: This image from http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Map_of_World_War_II_Japanese_ American_internment_camps.png is in the public domain.
In 1942, Canada’s War Measures Act gave the government the power to intern all "persons of Japanese racial origin." This meant that any citizen of Japanese descent was to be sent to internment camps until the end of the war. Money and property were seized by the government.
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Caption: Japanese internment Camp in Canada, 1944
Source: This image from http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Japanese_internment_camp_in_British_Columbia.jpg is in the public domain.

1. Identify the source and type of documents.
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2. What is the message of the documents? 
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3. Do the documents corroborate (support) or contradict the others?  Why or why not?
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4. How might these documents help you answer the focus question?
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Focus Question: What factors may have influenced nations’ decisions to agree to the Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide?
Document 7: Nanking Massacre
The Nanking Massacre, also known as the Rape of Nanking, was a mass murder and war rape that followed the capture of Nanking, China, by the Japanese in 1937 during the Second Sino-Japanese War. Hundreds of thousands of Chinese civilians and disarmed soldiers were murdered. According to estimates, between 20,000 – 80,000 women were raped by the soldiers of the Japanese Army. The Nanking Massacre remains a controversial issue even today.
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Caption: Chinese Civilians Buried Alive at Nanking Massacre
Source: This image from http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Chinese_civilians_to_be_buried_alive.jpg is in the public domain.
1. Identify the source and type of document.
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2. What is the message of this document? 
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3. Does this document corroborate (support) or contradict the others?  Why or why not?
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4. How might this document help you answer the focus question?
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Focus Question: What factors may have influenced nations’ decisions to agree to the Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide?
Document 8: Katyn Massacre
The Katyn Massacre was a mass execution of Polish citizens by the Soviet Union’s Secret Police in 1940. The official document, based on the proposal to execute all of the Polish Officer Corps, was signed by the Soviet Politburo and Joseph Stalin. It is estimated that there were about 22,000 victims. The victims were murdered in Katyn Forest in the Soviet Union as well as in prisons. Those who died were officers taken prisoner during the 1939 Soviet invasion of Poland, police officers, intelligence officers, landowners, factory workers, officials, and priests. Additional executions occurred in other Soviet cities.

[image: image36.png]


 
Caption: Katyn Massacre
Source: This image from http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Katy%C5%84,_ekshumacja_ofiar.jpg is in the public domain.
1. Identify the source and type of document.
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2. What is the message of this document? 
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3. Does this document corroborate (support) or contradict the others?  Why or why not?
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4. How might this document help you answer the focus question?
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Focus Question: What factors may have influenced nations’ decisions to agree to the Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide?
Document 9: Bombing of Dresden, Germany, February 1945
The bombing of Dresden was a joint effort by the British Royal Air Force and the United States Army Air Force. In four raids, almost 4,000 tons of bombs and incendiary devices were dropped on the city; 15 square miles of the city center were destroyed. These bombings continue to be cited as examples of civilian suffering. Today, historians debate whether the bombings are war crimes.
Norman Stone, a professor from Oxford University and advisor to former Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher, wrote the following article.

"Already, by 1944, it should have been clear to most people in the government that we would have to deal with . . . Germans once victory had been won . . . 

  

(W)e went on bombing German cities months and months after it had been clear that we would win, and that Stalin would be as potentially deadly an enemy. Some of the bombing was just pointless. In the last days of the war, we struck at the old gingerbread towns south of Wuerzburg, where there was no military target at all . . . just refugees, women and children. Of these acts of gratuitous sadism, the worst was the bombing of Dresden." 

  

In the early weeks of 1945, the coldest winter in a century, Dresden was swollen with refugees fleeing the advance of the Soviet army. By then, the Soviets stood on German soil, and Ilja Ehrenburg, Stalin's Jewish propaganda demon - that monster master journalist of hate! - had for years hammered away in broadcast after broadcast aimed at the Red Army and repeated in millions and millions of leaflets: "Kill. Kill. Kill. Nobody is innocent. Neither the living, nor the yet unborn. . . " or ". . . if you have not killed a German a day, you have not done your duty to the Soviet motherland." 

  

Now the Red Army was approaching - and by mid-February stood only 60 miles away from Dresden. Each new refugee train, each new river of wagons, trucks and cars brought fearful accounts of horrendous Soviet atrocities - murder, torture and brutal mass rapes. Hundreds of thousands of refugees flooded into the city of Dresden. The inhabitants moved closer together and took them all in, but even so, there was no room for all. Most of the refugees lived in the city's main park and in what was known as Die Altstadt - the Old Town. Weeping children lay on the cold and wet ground huddled against shivering dogs. 

  

By then, the Allies knew the war was lost for Germany. No one in a decision-making capacity - civilian or military - believed that the German Reich could survive, much less rise to be a threat to the Allied military juggernaut. 

Norman Stone

Professor of Modern History at Oxford 

Writing in the Daily Mail 

1. Identify the source and type of document.


[image: image41]
2. What is the message of this document? 
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3. Does this document corroborate (support) or contradict the others?  Why or why not?
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4. How might this document help you answer the focus question?
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Focus Question: What factors may have influenced nations’ decisions to agree to the Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide?
Document 10: Bombing of Hiroshima and Nagasaki

The United States bombed Hiroshima and Nagasaki during the final stages of World War II. The United States, as well as the United Kingdom and the Republic of China, called for the surrender of Japan in the Potsdam Declaration. This was presented as an ultimatum and stated that the Allies would launch an attack resulting in "the inevitable and complete destruction of the Japanese armed forces and just as inevitably the utter devastation of the Japanese homeland."  The Japanese Prime Minister declared that this was just a restatement of earlier positions and that the Japanese Empire intended to ignore it. 
President Harry S. Truman issued an executive order to drop the nuclear weapon on Hiroshima on August 6, 1945; and, when there was no surrender, this was followed by the bombing of Nagasaki on August 9, 1945.
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Caption: Hiroshima before bombing

Source: This image from http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:AtomicEffects-p7a.jpg is in the public domain.
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Caption: Hiroshima after bombing
Source: This image from http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:AtomicEffects-p7b.jpg is in the public domain.
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Caption: Nagasaki before and after bombing

Source: This image from http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:AtomicEffects-p7b.jpg is in the public domain.

1. Identify the source and type of documents.
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2. What is the message of the documents? 
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3. Do the documents corroborate (support) or contradict the others?  Why or why not?
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4. How might the documents help you answer the focus question?
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Focus Question: What factors may have influenced nations’ decisions to agree to the Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide?
Now, consider your responses to the questions as you viewed each of the documents about acts of genocide.

· Identify the source and type of document.

· What is the message of this document? 

· Does this document corroborate (support) or contradict the others?  Why or why not?
· How might this document help you answer the focus question?

Answer the following question based on your review of documents 1 through 10. 

What factors may have influenced nations’ decisions to agree to the Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide?
· Think about the retaliatory nature of many of these actions, e.g., Japanese internment following Pearl Harbor.

· Think about the roles of militarism, alliances, and nationalism in informing the political policies that made these actions and events possible. 
· Think about the roles of racism and propaganda in influencing or contributing to both the decision-making of political leaders about these actions as well as civilian acceptance of these actions and events. 
· Include details and examples to support your answer.
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