U6: Modern World History 1945 – Present

Lesson B: 20th Century Global Politics — Decolonization
Student Resource: Decolonization and Development


Decolonization and Development
Egypt Research Guide
Directions: Read the following information about Egypt’s fight for independence and the development of its political, social, and economic systems after independence. With your expert group, conduct research and analyze documents to complete the Decolonization Graphic Organizer for Egypt. Next, you will teach another group about decolonization and development in Egypt and learn about the same in India, Ghana, and Israel to complete the graphic organizer. Your teacher may assign you to do additional research on the decolonization and development of Egypt.

Background
After the last Egyptian dynasty fell in 332 BCE, some type of outside force controlled Egypt until independence was achieved in the 1900s. From Greeks and Romans to the more recent countries of the Ottoman Empire and the British Empire, Egypt was under some type of foreign domination. The British established a protectorate in Egypt in 1882. This began the last foreign dominance of Egypt. In 1919, Egyptians took to the streets to protest the British dominance of their country. This became known as the First Revolution.

Analyze the image below. Use the questions below to guide your analysis.
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Source: This image from http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Cairo-Demonstrations1919.jpg is in the public domain.
1. What do you see in this image?
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2. What does it tell you about the First Revolution protest?
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3. What freedoms would people want that are being controlled by another country?
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4. Why do you think this was called the First Revolution?
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The British gave Egypt its independence in 1922, but they maintained their dominance by establishing a puppet government, a government that allowed Britain to continue to control the people and country. This allowed the British to use the Suez Canal to move military and trade items from Asia to Europe quickly and safely. 

Research
Directions: Now that you have learned the history behind the colonization of Egypt, it is your turn to find information to learn about the impact of colonization and decolonization on the development of Egypt. 

Your research must answer the research question: How did colonization and decolonization impact development of the political, social, and economic systems of Egypt?
To help you organize your research, the history has been divided into three time periods in the development of Egypt: Independence, Immediately after Independence, and Towards the 21st Century. 

Use the guiding questions, resources for research, and documents provided to conduct your research and complete the Decolonization Graphic Organizer.

Your teacher may provide additional directions as to how you will answer the research question for Egypt. Remember to use evidence from your research and the documents to fully respond to all parts of the research question. 

Research Question:  How did colonization and decolonization impact development of the political, social, and economic systems of Egypt?
Time Period 1:  Independence
Guiding Questions

1. What was the Free Officers Movement?
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2. What were the problems created by the puppet government in Egypt?
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3. How did Egypt ultimately become free from British rule?
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Resources for Research
1. U.S. Department of State - Background: Egypt
2. CIA World Factbook: Egypt
3. Freedom House - Country Report: Egypt 

4. Library of Congress - Country Studies: Egypt 

5. The Arab Israeli Conflict - Part 4: Egyptian Revolution 1952  
Document 1:  Free Officers Movement
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Source: This image from http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Free_Officers.jpg is in the public domain.

Document 2:  Speech by Egypt's first President, Muhammad Naguib, 1952

Muhammad Naguib addresses King Farouk on July 26, 1952:
"In view of what the country has suffered in the recent past, the complete vacuity prevailing in all corners as a result of your bad behavior, you're toying with the constitution, and your disdain for the wants of the people, no one rests assured of life, livelihood, and honor. Egypt`s reputation among the peoples of the world has been debased as a result of your excesses in these areas to the extent that traitors and bribe-takers find protection beneath your shadow in addition to security, excessive wealth, and many extravagances at the expense of the hungry and impoverished people." 
Source: This document from http://thesop.org/story/20110202/who-was-pulling-the-puppet-strings-in-the-egyptian-revolution-of-1952.html is available under the Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike License.
Research Question:  How did colonization and decolonization impact development of the political, social, and economic systems of Egypt?
Time Period 2: Immediately Following Independence
Guiding Questions

1. What type of government did Gamal Abdel Nasser establish in Egypt?
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2. What were the causes and results of the Suez Crisis?
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3. Why did Egypt go to war with Israel numerous times?
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4. What freedoms were said to exist in 1971?
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Resources for Research
1. U.S. Department of State - Background: Egypt
2. CIA World Factbook: Egypt
3. Freedom House - Country Report: Egypt 

4. Library of Congress - Country Studies: Egypt 

5. Video of the Nationalization of the Suez Canal  

Document 1: Map of War after Suez Crisis
[image: image14.png]CAMPAIGN IN SINAI %





Source: This image from http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:1956_Suez_war_-_conquest_of_Sinai.jpg is in the public domain.
Document 2:  Egyptian Constitution

The rule of law is not only a guarantee for the freedom of individual alone, but is also at the same time the sole basis for legitimacy of authority.

...

The political system of the Arab Republic of Egypt is a multiparty system, within the framework of the basic elements and principles of the Egyptian society as stipulated in the Constitution. Political parties are regulated by law.
...
The State shall guarantee harmonization between the duties of woman towards the family and her work in the society, ensuring her equality status with man in fields of political, social, cultural and economic life without violation of the rules of Islamic jurisprudence.
...
All citizens are equal before the law. They have equal public rights and duties without discrimination on grounds of race, ethnic origin, language, religion or creed.

Source: This document from http://www.sis.gov.eg/en/LastPage.aspx?Category_ID=208 is in the public domain.
Research Question:  How did colonization and decolonization impact development of the political, social, and economic systems of Egypt?
Time Period 3: Towards the 21st Century
Guiding Questions

1. What were the positive and negative effects of making peace with Israel?
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2. Why was Anwar Sadat assassinated?
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3. What freedoms existed in Egypt before the Revolution in 2011?
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4. What are the causes of the most recent revolution in Egypt?
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5. How does Egypt's most recent GDP compare with similar countries (Turkey, Morocco, and United Arab Emirates)?
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Resources for Research
1. U.S. Department of State - Background: Egypt
2. CIA World Factbook: Egypt
3. Freedom House - Country Report: Egypt 

4. Library of Congress - Country Studies: Egypt 

5. The Camp David Accords 

Document 1:  Excerpt from Camp David Accords, September 5-17, 1978.
Egypt-Israel

1. Egypt-Israel undertake not to resort to the threat or the use of force to settle disputes. Any disputes shall be settled by peaceful means in accordance with the provisions of Article 33 of the U.N. Charter. 

2. In order to achieve peace between them, the parties agree to negotiate in good faith with a goal of concluding within three months from the signing of the Framework a peace treaty between them while inviting the other parties to the conflict to proceed simultaneously to negotiate and conclude similar peace treaties with a view the achieving a comprehensive peace in the area. The Framework for the Conclusion of a Peace Treaty between Egypt and Israel will govern the peace negotiations between them. The parties will agree on the modalities and the timetable for the implementation of their obligations under the treaty.

Source: This document from http://www.ibiblio.org/sullivan/docs/CampDavidAccords.html is in the public domain.
Document 2: Egyptian Revolution of 2011
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Source: This image from http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Tahrir_Square_on_February_8_2011.png is licensed with Creative Commons Attribution. Attribution: Jonathan Rashad.
Document 3: Select Proposed Amendments for the Egyptian Constitution 2011

"Article 77: Limiting the terms a president can serve to two consecutive terms, each four years only.
Article 88: The juridical system is responsible for monitoring the election process. 
Article 139: The president must appoint a vice-president within 60 days of the start of the term 
Article 148: would impose new restrictions on the president declaring a state of emergency, including requiring the approval of a parliamentary majority, and says it cannot exceed six months unless it is extended through a referendum. 
Article 189: Require the newly elected parliament to write a new constitution within 60 days."
Source: This document from http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Egyptian_constitutional_referendum,_2011 is in the public domain.

Answer the following question based on your review of your answers to the guiding questions and the evidence from the research resources and documents provided.

Research Question:  How did colonization and decolonization impact development of the political, social, and economic systems of Egypt?
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