U6: Modern World History 1945 – Present

Lesson B: 20th Century Global Politics: Decolonization
Student Resource: Decolonization and Development


Decolonization and Development

India Research Guide 

Directions: Read the following information about India’s fight for independence and the development of its political, social, and economic systems after independence. With your expert group, conduct research and analyze documents to complete the Decolonization Graphic Organizer for India. Next, you will teach another group about decolonization and development in India and learn about the same in Israel, Ghana, and Egypt to complete the graphic organizer. Your teacher may assign you to do additional research on the decolonization and development of India.

Background

When the British East India Company started trading in India in the 1600s, the British did not plan to colonize the country and the people of India. The company was allowed by the British government to go to India and develop trade networks. As these trade networks expanded and the influence of the East India Company grew, it began to believe there was a need to protect its interest in India. The company created its own army to fight against other Europeans and Indians. The Battle of Plessy in 1757 gave the Company a strong foothold in India. Exactly one hundred years later, the power of the East India Company had grown to the point that it was more like a country and less like a company. However, in 1857, a rebellion broke out that took extreme measures to stop this. The East India Company lost much of its power as a result of this rebellion, now called the Sepoy Rebellion. 

Analyze the image below to draw conclusions about the relationship between the British and Indians. Use the questions below to guide your analysis.
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Source: This image from http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Vereshchagin-Blowing_from_Guns_in_British_India.jpg is in the public domain.

1. What action is taking place in the picture?
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2. How would this cause Indians to resent their British rulers?

[image: image3]
3. What rights exist in our government today that would not allow this action to occur?

[image: image4]
In 1858, the British government took control of India. The government was controlled by the British Raj. The Raj had the power to control India by enacting laws when necessary. This direct colonial system led to the construction of railroads throughout India, the creation of a middle class in India due to increased productivity, and social movements within India demanding for more freedoms for the Indian people. People like Mohandas Gandhi and Muhammad Ali Jinnah fought for freedoms of all Indians. 

Research

Directions: Now that you have learned the history behind colonization in India, it is your turn to find information to learn about the impact of colonization and decolonization on the development of India. 

Your research must answer the research question: How did colonization and decolonization impact development of the political, social, and economic systems of India?

To help you organize your research, the history has been divided into three time periods in the development of India: Independence, Immediately after Independence, and Towards the 21st Century. 

Use the guiding questions, resources for research, and documents provided to conduct your research and complete the Decolonization Graphic Organizer.

Your teacher may provide additional directions as to how you will answer the research question for India. Remember to use evidence from your research and the documents to provide evidence for your response to the research question. 

Research Question:  How did colonization and decolonization impact development of the political, social, and economic systems of India?
Time Period 1: Independence

Guiding Questions

1. What role did Mohandas Gandhi play in gaining independence? What were his beliefs about how independence could be achieved?
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2. Why did religion make it difficult for Indians to unite for independence?
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3. How and when did India become independent?
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Resources for Research

1. U.S. Department of State - Background: India
2. CIA World Factbook: India
3. Freedom House - Country Report: India
4. Library of Congress - Country Study: India
Document 1: Clean Break Speech by Gandhi in 1942

"I am convinced that the time has come for the British and the Indians to be reconciled to complete separation from each other. Complete and immediate orderly withdrawal of the British from India [...] will at once put the Allied cause on a completely moral basis. [...] I ask every Briton to support me in my appeal to the British at this hour to retire from every Asiatic and African possession. ... I ask for a bloodless end of an unnatural domination and for a new era. Leave India to God and if that be too much, leave her to anarchy, necessity for withdrawal lies in its being immediate."
Source: This document from http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Indian_speeches_about_independence is in the public domain.

Document 2:  Images of Gandhi
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Left Image Source: This image from http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:MKGandhi.jpg is in the public domain.

Right Image Source: This image from http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Gandhi_at_Dandi_5_April_1930.jpg is in the public domain.

Document 3:  Indian Independence Act of 1947

An Act to make provision for the setting up in India of two independent Dominion, to substitute order provision for certain provisions of the Government of India Act. 1935, which apply outside those Dominions, and to provide for other matters consequential on or connected with the setting up of those Dominions.
Be it enacted by the King's most Excellent Majesty, by and with the advice and consent of the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and Commons, in this present Parliament assembled, and by the author

The new Dominions.
1.—(1) As from the fifteenth day of August, nineteen hundred and forty-seven, two independent Dominions shall be set up in India, to be known respectively as India and Pakistan…

2.—(1) Subject to the provisions of subsection (3) (4) of this section, the territories of India shall be the territories under the sovereignty of His Majesty which, immediately before the appointed day, were included in British India except the territories which, under subsection (2) of this section, are to be the territories of Pakistan…

… Legislation for the new Dominions.
6.—(1) The legislature of each of the New Dominions shall have full power to make laws for that Dominion, including laws having extra-territorial operation.

(2) No law and no provision of any law made by the Legislature of either of the new Dominions shall be void or inoperative on the ground that it is repugnant to the law of England, or to the provisions of this or any existing or future Act of Parliament of the United Kingdom, or to any order, rule or regulation made under any such Act, and the powers of the Legislature of each Dominion include the power to repeal or amend any such Act, order, rule or regulation in so far as it is part of the law of the Dominion.

(3) The Governor-General of each of the new Dominions shall have full power to assent in His Majesty's name to any law of the Legislature of that Dominion and so much of any Act as relates to the disallowance of laws by His Majesty …

Source: This document from http://en.wikisource.org/wiki/Indian_Independence_Act_1947, http://www.asiapeace.org/ acha/kashmir101.htm, and http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/ Geo6/10-11/30/contents/enactedis in the public domain.

Research Question:  How did colonization and decolonization impact development of the political, social, and economic systems of India?
Time Period 2: Immediately Following Independence

Guiding Questions

1. What happened to the Muslims and Hindus in India after the Partition of India?
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2. What type of government was established in India? 
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3. What freedoms and rights were guaranteed to the people?
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Resources for Research

1. U.S. Department of State - Background: India
2. CIA World Factbook: India
3. Freedom House - Country Report: India
4. Library of Congress - Country Study: India
Document 1:  Map of India after Partition
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Source: This image from http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Partition_of_India-en.svg is licensed under the terms of the GNU License Agreement. 

Document 2:  People leaving India for Pakistan or leaving Pakistan for India
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Left Source: This image from http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Refugees_on_train_roof_during_Partition.ogg is in the public domain.

Right Source: This image from http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Manchester_guardian_purana-qila1947.jpg is in the public domain.

Document 3:  Constitution of India, 1950

The six fundamental rights recognised by the constitution are:
1) Right to equality, including equality before law, prohibition of discrimination on grounds of religion, race, caste, sex or place of birth, and equality of opportunity in matters of employment

2) Right to freedom of speech and expression, assembly, association or union, movement, residence, and right to practice any profession or occupation (some of these rights are subject to security of the State, friendly relations with foreign countries, public order, decency or morality)

3) Right against exploitation, prohibiting all forms of forced labour, child labour and traffic in human beings;

4) Right to freedom of conscience and free profession, practice, and propagation of religion;

5) Right of any section of citizens to conserve their culture, language or script, and right of minorities to establish and administer educational institutions of their choice; and

6) Right to constitutional remedies for enforcement of Fundamental Rights.
Source: This document from http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fundamental_Rights_in_India is in the public domain.
Research Question:  How did colonization and decolonization impact development of the political, social, and economic systems of India?
Time Period 3: Towards the 21st Century

Guiding Questions

1. How has the economy developed in India since its independence?
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2. How does the economy of India compare with Pakistan and the United States?
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3. What major social and economic problems exist in India today?
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4. How does the form of government in India compare to Pakistan?

[image: image17]
Resources for Research

1. U.S. Department of State - Background: India
2. U.S. Department of State - Background: Pakistan
3. CIA World Factbook: India
4. CIA World Factbook: Pakistan
5. CIA World Factbook: United States
6. Freedom House - Country Report: India
7. Freedom House - Country Report: Pakistan
8. Library of Congress - Country Study: India
Answer the following question based on your review of your answers to the guiding questions and the evidence from the research resources and documents provided.

Research Question:  How did colonization and decolonization impact development of the political, social, and economic systems of India?
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