U6: Modern World History 1945 – Present

Lesson B: 20th Century Global Politics: Decolonization
Student Resource: Decolonization and Development


Decolonization and Development
Israel Research Guide
Directions: Read the following information about Israel’s fight for independence and the development of its political, social, and economic systems after independence. With your expert group, conduct research and analyze documents to complete the Decolonization Graphic Organizer for Israel. Next, you will teach another group about decolonization and development in Israel and learn about the same in India, Ghana, and Egypt to complete the graphic organizer. Your teacher may assign you to do additional research on the decolonization and development of Israel.
Background 
The history of Jewish people and Jewish culture stretches back to the ancient world. The area that is now the nation of Israel includes what is known to Muslims, Christians, and Jews alike as the Holy Land. In the past, this region has been ruled by Romans, Greeks, the Ottoman Turks, and after World War I, the British, before it became a homeland for the Jewish people. The idea to create a homeland was not a new idea; it had been discussed since at least the French Revolution in the 1790s. This desire to create a homeland was called Zionism.

When the British took control of the area known as Palestine during World War I, they took a stand on the issue of a Jewish homeland. Read the letter below to learn about the British perspective. Use the questions below to guide your analysis.

[image: image1]"Foreign Office,
November 2nd, 1917.

Dear Lord Rothschild,
I have much pleasure in conveying to you, on behalf of His Majesty's Government, the following declaration of sympathy with Jewish Zionist aspirations which has been submitted to, and approved by, the Cabinet:
"His Majesty's Government view with favour the establishment in Palestine of a national home for the Jewish people, and will use their best endeavours to facilitate the achievement of this object, it being clearly understood that nothing shall be done which may prejudice the civil and religious rights of existing non-Jewish communities in Palestine, or the rights and political status enjoyed by Jews in any other country".
I should be grateful if you would bring this declaration to the knowledge of the Zionist Federation.

Yours sincerely
Arthur James Balfour"
Source: This document from http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Balfour_declaration_unmarked.jpg is in the public domain.

1. Who wrote this letter? What do you know about the author?
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2. What was the British perspective on a Jewish homeland?
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3. How would non-Jewish peoples be impacted by this plan?
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4. Who might be upset by this plan? Why?

[image: image4]
This letter promised a homeland, but no date was set and no actions were taken. This changed after World War II. When Adolf Hitler took power in Germany in 1933, he started a tidal wave of hate directed at many peoples, but specifically at Jews. By the end of World War II, over six million Jews died in Europe, and countless others died in the purges of the Soviet Union in the 1930s. Something had to be done, but the question that would haunt the British was complicated. How can a Jewish state be created without destabilizing the entire Middle East region? 

Research

Directions: Now that you have learned the history behind the establishment of Israel, it is your turn to find information to learn about the impact of colonization and decolonization on the development of Israel. 
Your research must answer the research question: How did colonization and decolonization impact development of the political, social, and economic systems of Israel?

To help you organize your research, the history has been divided into three time periods in the development of Israel: Independence, Immediately after Independence, and Towards the 21st Century. 

Use the guiding questions, resources for research, and documents provided to conduct your research and complete the Decolonization Graphic Organizer.

Your teacher may provide additional directions as to how you will answer the research question for Israel. Remember to use evidence from your research and the documents to provide evidence for your response to the research question. 

Research Question:  How did colonization and decolonization impact development of the political, social, and economic systems of Israel?
Time Period 1: Independence
Guiding Questions

1. How did the British deal with the impact of the Holocaust and the number of Jewish people wanting to move to Palestine?

[image: image5]
2. Why did the United Nations, a newly created international organization, take the lead to create the new country of Israel?
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3. What did the United Nations do to meet the needs and demands of Jews, Christians, and Muslims living in the same area?
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4. What form of government was established in Israel immediately following independence? 

[image: image8]
5. What freedoms and rights were guaranteed to the people?
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Resources for Research
1. U.S. Department of State: Background on Israel
2. CIA - The World Factbook: Israel
3. Freedom House: Israel 2010
4. Library of Congress - Country Studies: Israel
5. Israel Ministry of Foreign Affairs: The Declaration of the Establishment of the State of Israel
Document 1: Holocaust Victims
[image: image10.png]



Source: This image from http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Rows_of_bodies_of_dead_inmates_fill_the_yard_of_ Lager_Nordhausen,_a_Gestapo_concentration_camp.jpg is in the public domain.
Document 2:  Map of Israel as mandated by the United Nations
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Source: This image from http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:UN_Partition_Plan_For_Palestine_1947.png is in the public domain.

Document 3: Members of a Displaced Persons Camp after WWII Awaiting a New Home
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Source: This image from http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Dpcamp5.jpg is licensed with Creative Commons
Attribution. Attribution: Barakooda.
Document 4:  Israel Declaration of Independence Voting in the United Nations
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United Nations General Assembly Resolution 181 (1947 UN Partition Plan)

   In favor         Switched to In favor

   Abstaining     Against

   Absent          Not UNO member
Source: This image from http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:UNGA_181_Map.png is licensed with Creative Commons
Attribution. Attribution: Joowwww.
Research Question:  How did colonization and decolonization impact development of the political, social, and economic systems of Israel?
Time Period 2: Immediately Following Independence
Guiding Questions

1. What was the reaction to the establishment of Israel in the Arab world?
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2. What did the Israelis feel they had to do to defend their nation?
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3. What land areas did Israel gain over time since 1948?
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4. How did Israel's government change while fighting the wars?
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5. What was the impact of the wars on Israel's economy?

[image: image18]
Resources for Research

1. U.S. Department of State: Background on Israel
2. CIA - The World Factbook: Israel
3. Freedom House: Israel 2010
4. Library of Congress - Country Studies: Israel
Document 1:  Map of Israel and Disputed Territories Map
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Source: This image from http://he.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D7%A7%D7%95%D7%91%D7%A5:Israel_and_the_ Disputed_Territories_map.png is in the public domain.

Research Question:  How did colonization and decolonization impact development of the political, social, and economic systems of Israel?
Time Period 3 – Towards the 21st Century
Guiding Questions

1. What were the causes and effects of the Camp David Accords?
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2. How has Israel's economy been affected by relative peace since the 1980s?
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3. How has the peace process been effective and ineffective since the 1990s between Israel and Arabs living in and outside of Israel?
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4. How does Israel's economy compare with that of Egypt, Jordan, and Syria?
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5. Why are there still hostilities between Israel and its neighbors?
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Resources for Research

1. U.S. Department of State: Background on Israel
2. CIA - The World Factbook: Israel
3. Freedom House: Israel 2010
4. Library of Congress - Country Studies: Israel
Document 1:  Rights protected by Basic Law- Human Dignity and Liberty
Section 1: The purpose of this Basic Law is to protect human dignity and liberty, in order to establish in a Basic Law tile values of the State of Israel as a Jewish and democratic state

Section 2: There shall be no violation of the life, body or dignity of any person as such.

Section 3: There shall be no violation of the property of a person.

Section 4: All persons are entitled to protection of their life, body and dignity.

Section 5: There shall be no deprivation or restriction of the liberty of a person by imprisonment, arrest, extradition or otherwise.

Section 6:


(a) All persons are free to leave Israel.


(b) Every Israeli national has the right of entry into Israel from abroad.

Section 7:


(a) All persons have the right to privacy and to intimacy.


(b) There shall be no entry into the private premises of a person who has not consented thereto.

(c) No search shall be conducted on the private premises of a person, nor in the body or personal effects.


(d) There shall be no violation of the confidentiality of conversation, or of the 
writings or records of a person.

Source: This text from http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Basic_Law:_Human_Dignity_and_Liberty_%28Israel%29 is available under the Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike License.
Document 2:  Excerpt from Camp David Accords, September 5-17, 1978
Egypt-Israel
1. Egypt-Israel undertake not to resort to the threat or the use of force to settle disputes. Any disputes shall be settled by peaceful means in accordance with the provisions of Article 33 of the U.N. Charter. 

2. In order to achieve peace between them, the parties agree to negotiate in good faith with a goal of concluding within three months from the signing of the Framework a peace treaty between them while inviting the other parties to the conflict to proceed simultaneously to negotiate and conclude similar peace treaties with a view the achieving a comprehensive peace in the area. The Framework for the Conclusion of a Peace Treaty between Egypt and Israel will govern the peace negotiations between them. The parties will agree on the modalities and the timetable for the implementation of their obligations under the treaty.

Source: This text from http://www.ibiblio.org/sullivan/docs/CampDavidAccords.html is in the public domain.

Document 3:  Interim Agreement on the West Bank and the Gaza Strip
Relations between Israel and the Council:
...shall accordingly abstain from incitement, including hostile propaganda, against each other...that their respective educational systems contribute to the peace between the Israeli and Palestinian peoples and to peace in the entire region, and will refrain from the introduction of any motifs that could adversely affect the process of reconciliation...cooperate in combating criminal activity which may affect both sides, including offenses related to trafficking in illegal drugs and psychotropic substances, smuggling, and offenses against property.
Source: This text from http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Israeli-Palestinian_Interim_Agreement is available under the Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike License.
Document 4:  Rocket Fired from the Gaza Strip (Arab Muslim area) into Israel
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Source: This image from http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:A_rocket_fired_from_a_civilian_area_in_Gaza_towards_civilian_ areas_in_Southern_Israel.jpg is licensed with Creative Commons Attribution. Attribution: paffairs_sanfrancisco.
Document 5:  Principles of the Israeli Defense Force (IDF)

Basic Points
Israel cannot afford to lose a single war

Defensive on the strategic level, no territorial ambitions

Desire to avoid war by political means and a credible deterrent posture

Preventing escalation

Determine the outcome of war quickly and decisively

Combating terrorism

Very low casualty ratio

Source: This document from http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Israel_Defense_Forces is in the public domain.
Answer the following question based on your review of your answers to the guiding questions and the evidence from the research resources and documents provided.

Research Question:  How did colonization and decolonization impact development of the political, social, and economic systems of Israel?
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