Unit 6: Modern World History 1945 – Present 

Lesson C: Challenges of the Modern World
Student Resource: Writing the Historical Interpretation - Globalization


Writing the Historical Interpretation - Globalization

You have conducted research and discussed one issue related to globalization. Like a historian, you will now consider all of the evidence, draw your own conclusions to answer the big question about your issue. In this last step, you will write a historical interpretation that answers the question and examines the impact of globalization in the recent past and present. Your interpretation will answer one of the questions below:

Globalization Issue Questions
· Will democracy prevail in our globalized world?
· Will globalization improve human rights around the world?
· Can the earth sustain human progress?
· Will technology create a global culture or a better world?
· Are economic inequalities inevitable?
· Will international cooperation allow us to put an end to suffering?
A historical interpretation includes claims and judgments about what happened in the past based on evidence. In this interpretation, your claim and judgment will be your answer to the question.  The evidence you use to support your claim will come from the subtopic events that you and your group members researched.
Your historical interpretation must be written as a multi-paragraph essay and include the following elements:
	Thesis Statement
	Write a thesis statement that answers the question.  The thesis should include a claim and/or judgment about what happened and why.  In this interpretation, it must explain the answer to the question and preview your supporting arguments.  Everything else you write must prove your thesis statement to be correct.

	Context
	Explain how the issue you have researched is a global issue and how the events connect to globalization.aHad

	2-3 Supporting Arguments with Evidence
	Consider all of the evidence you have to support your thesis statement.  Likely, the evidence can be categorized into 2-3 supporting arguments.  Use a new paragraph to introduce each supporting argument.  Each argument must then be supported with both factual information and evidence from primary and secondary sources.  Use specific quotes and names to demonstrate you understand the evidence and prove your points.

	Counter Argument 
	Any good argument also explains why other arguments are not correct.  Address about an interpretation that is different from yours and then refute it.  For example, if you think democracy has expanded due to globalization, you must explain why it has not been challenged by globalization. You must use factual information and evidence from primary and secondary sources to support this argument as well.

	Conclusion
	Summarize your thesis statement, supporting arguments, and types of evidence used to make one last case for your interpretation.


A chart has been provided on the next page to help you organize and plan your interpretation.
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