Historical Investigation – Question Bank

	H.I. Skill
	Question
	Required

	Sourcing
	1. Identify the source and type of document.
	Yes1

	Close Reading: Message/Main Idea
	2. What is the message of the document?
OR

What is the message or main idea of the document? (if using a secondary source)
	Yes1

	Close Reading: Perspective
	3. Why was this document created?  What was its purpose? 
	No2

	Close Reading: Bias and Credibility
	4. How does the background of the author influence the message of the document?
	No2

	Contextualizing
	5. How does the historical context influence the message of the document? 
	No2

	Multiple Perspectives and Corroboration
	6. Does this document corroborate (support) or contradict other ones? Why or why not?
	Yes1

	Interpretation
	7. How might this document help you answer the focus question?
	Yes1


1 The required questions are essential to every historical investigation.
2 The non-required questions provide scaffolding by getting students to think about the elements they should consider when corroborating documents.
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